
September 8, 2022

Dear Commissioners,

The Vineyard Conservation Society (VCS) is a 57 year old local advocacy organization tasked with protecting 
the environment of Martha’s Vineyard. VCS is familiar with the subject property and surrounding lands. We 
hold the Conservation Restriction on the adjacent Frances Newhall Woods Preserve, owned by TNC.

With respect to the DRI record materials containing applicant answers to staff questions, VCS urges clarity on 
item #3: “Language regarding restriction of lots 4.9 and 4.13 (or other lots).” The answer is repeated in the 8 
August narrative):

 If Stillpoint Martha’s Vineyard (SMV) is permitted by the MVC and town of West Tisbury to use the premises for its 
intended exempt activities and plans, SMV will impose the following development restrictions on lots 4.9 and 4.13, 
subject to modification as necessary, in substantially the following sample form: Lots 4.9 and 4.13 shall be perpetually 
restricted from the development of any "off the grid" structures and improvements which shall include, but are not limited 
to, structures powered by off the grid sources, walking paths, picnic tables, gardens, farming fields, sculptures, art, or art 
installations. This restriction shall be deemed to run with the land, shall burden Lots 4.9 and 4.13 and be binding upon the 
Grantor, the Grantee and their respective successors and assigns, and shall be for the benefit of Lots 4.10 and 4.11. 

Applicant’s intention is presumably to restrict additional residential development, with the exception of art 
installations, paths and non-habitable accessory structures, where any power needs for those structures 
would come from off-grid sources. 

We respectfully ask you to confirm this.

Further, we request that you give particular attention to protection of the high ground west of Parcel 11. If 
Phase Two proceeds, the proposed workshop and seasonal cabins should avoid this area.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Brendan O’Neill

Executive Director        

P.O. Box 2189, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
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