
WORKING DRAFT BASED ON COMMUNITY INPUT AT HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN SEPTEMBER 2016 WORKSHOP

TISBURY'S HOUSING FUTURE
ALMOST A QUARTER OF THE 

ISLAND’S YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION LIVES IN TISBURY
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e year-round population: 16,814

24% of the year-round population 
of Martha’s Vineyard (4,194 residents)

GROWTH OF OLDER ADULT 
POPULATION AND LOSS OF 
WORKING ADULTS BY 2035

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY 
LOWER INCOME COMPARED WITH THE COUNTY

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

0–19
years 23% 21% 20%

20–64
years 59% 66% 55%

65+
years 18% 13% 25%

10% of Tisbury’s year-round 
population is foreign-born.

Tisbury and Oak Blu�s have the largest 
percentage of foreign-born population of the six 

Island communities. Tisbury’s foreign born 
population is largely from Brazil.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

TisburyDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

J M Goldson

WHO LIVES IN TISBURY?

Source: 2000 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE PROJECTED INCREASE 
OF TISBURY’S YEAR-ROUND 

POPULATION IS COMPARABLE 
TO THE ISLAND’S

Tisbury: 11% increase

Island-Wide: 12% increase

Tisbury’s year-round population is expected to 
increase from 3,949 in 2010 to 4,385 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

In Tisbury and across the Island, older adults 
tend to have lower incomes. 

Source:  2010-14 ACS

TISBURY 2000 2014

2.21 3.29
1,646 1,260Number of Households

Household Size

NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE SIZE OF 

HOUSEHOLDS IS GROWING

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.

25–44
years

under 
25 years

45–64
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65 years
& older

all
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Tisbury community members envision that in 2027 the community will still be a lively, fam-
ily-oriented port town that sustains a vibrant, diverse year-round community known for its 
friendly people, excellent schools, and working marina. Mixed-use commercial/residential 
redevelopment along Main Street and throughout other commercial areas will add to the 
town’s year-round rental housing stock, while zoning updates will encouraged the develop-
ment of creative smaller housing options. The rehabilitation and conversion of large older 
homes to multi-family housing will help increase affordable housing opportunities for low/
moderate-income residents without impacting the character of this tree-lined, quaint, and 
walkable small town.

New housing will include a variety of housing types and sizes including smaller units designed for 
single people and tiny/micro houses. In addition, there will be a few cluster housing developments on 
larger properties that protect extensive open space and natural resources.  Community members 
hope that some of these projects will be made possible by a new Vineyard Housing Bank, modeled 
after the successful Martha's Vineyard Land Bank, as well as various progressive zoning updates. 

Affordable housing will be scattered throughout town in residential neighborhoods, as well as mixed-
use and multi-family buildings. Zoning updates and creative funding strategies will facilitate the de-
velopment of smaller in-fill homes and the rehabilitation of existing buildings for affordable and 
multi-family housing. Many of Tisbury's older houses will be improved through an influx of rehabilita-
tion funds for low/moderate-income homeowners and a number of large older houses will be reha-
bilitated and converted to apartments.

Tisbury's vibrancy will be enhanced with new and 
rehabilitated mixed-use commercial/residential 
buildings, including new year-round micro-housing 
and small apartments in the downtown commer-
cial area of Vineyard Haven.  Community mem-
bers also envision that the Town will have dor-
mitory-style seasonal workforce housing at key 
locations, as well as smaller, in-fill development 
and accessory apartments in homes and garages 
in residential neighborhoods. The town will have 
creative senior living options including intergener-
ational housing. These options will provide greater 
choice for older adults to downsize and stay in 
the community as they age. 

CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)

WHO LIVES IN CHILMARK?
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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