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This letter is to offer my full support for the Stillpoint education and 
public access project.  

For the last several years Thomas has been working on preserving this 
property, gathering supporters and financing, all while including 
stakeholders and the larger Island community. His devotion has brought 
us to this point and my letter serves to remind us of the considerable 
community benefit of Thomas’ past involvement in Island based 
community projects. They have left a lasting impact on the minds, 
hearts and landscapes of the Martha's Vineyard and other communities. 
Through his film One Big Home, discussions that led to sensible land 
use and laws discouraging massive mansions, have helped to change 
the culture of private vacation home development here on Martha’s 
Vineyard and in other parts of the country. It is with this same spirit and 
sense of mission that Thomas pursues his vision of creating and 
expanding a network of trails for the public while simultaneously 
creating an educational and community space at Stillpoint.  

This unique property was intact at 52 acres. Without Thomas' 
involvement, Claudia Miller’s support, along with the cooperation of the 
Landbank, this property likely would have gone in the direction of so 
many others on Martha's Vineyard. What was slated to be a 12-lot 
subdivision of multimillion dollar homes is now poised to be preserved 
for the community use permanently and forever. 

Islanders long for the type of social engagement that this sort of 
institution fosters. I have learned pottery at and attended events at 
Featherstone.  My family has had some of the most memorable nights 
of our lives watching films put on by the Martha's Vineyard Film Festival 
while it was being run by Thomas (and others). I am excited to attend 
workshops and events at Stillpoint. 

We should be celebrating already. This unique piece of property, 
adjacent to the Mill Brook Watershed is on the verge of being available 
for the use and enjoyment of the many rather than the few.  It is for the 
benefit of Islanders and visitors, the living, and the yet to be born. 



J Max Simon 
Chilmark Resident and Voter 
(310) 621-3306 
jmaxsimon@mac.com 
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