
Stillpoint Proposal 11.14.22
 
Stillpoint activities
 
In accordance with its exempt purposes and pursuant to G. L. c. 40 § 3, Stillpoint 
intends to conduct the following activities, open to the public:
 

1. Classes 
2. Lectures 
3. Symposiums 
4. Discussions 
5. Workshops 
6. Retreats 

 
These activities would either be conducted by Stillpoint or in partnership with individuals 
or organizations with particular skills in their field. Discussions on political polarization, 
workshops on racial divides, and healing programs for indigenous women, are designed 
not for their ability to generate income, but instead for their benefit to the island 
community. 
 
While we hope that private donors will support these important community offerings, we 
cannot predict the size or timing of these donations. Additionally, we are setting strict 
limits on the occupancy of our building. These two points make it clear that many 
Stillpoint programs will need to be subsidized. For this reason, as do many island non-
profit organizations, Stillpoint will at times rent the premises for private events, incidental 
to its primary use. 
 
We appreciate the Martha's Vineyard Commission's efforts to balance the neighbors’ 
important concerns about keeping this area quiet with the interests of the larger 
community to access this type of programming, in this special area of the island.
 
To respect this place of natural beauty, we have limited the size and timing of all events 
and suggest the following conditions:
 

1. No more than 4 weddings of more than 80 persons (not to exceed 100 persons) 
a calendar year. There will be no outdoor amplified music at weddings.  Stillpoint 
would note that the Martha’s Vineyard Museum, the Martha’s Vineyard 
Agricultural Society, the Vineyard Preservation Trust, as well as many island 
farms, including Flat Point Farm, Arrowhead Farm, Allen Farm and Pond View 
Farms rent out land for weddings. These organizations have determined that the 
impact of weddings is temporary and relatively limited (weddings generally occur 
at night creating less traffic impact). The wedding income will help to sustain 
Stillpoint’s ability to put on activities related to its mission.  



2. Stillpoint will limit its activities to no more than two events of more than 80 people 
a week during June, July or August and no more than one event of more than 80 
people a week from September to May. No event shall exceed 100 people. 
Stillpoint is not proposing anything remotely similar to the galas with 250-500 
attendees or more held by many major nonprofits on the Island. These include 
the MV Museum’s Evening of Discovery, MV Community Services' Possible 
Dreams Auction, Vineyard Preservation Trust’s Taste of the Vineyard, and 
Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation's Meals in the Meadow (each year at a different 
Island farm).  

3. Private events between 40 and 80 people will be limited to an average of no 
more than two per week. 

4. Outside amplified music, no more than 3 days per year, from the hours of 
2pm-9pm. This clause shall not limit outdoor amplification sufficient for audiences 
to hear speaking engagements, lectures and discussions. 

5. No sale of alcohol on the property. 

6. Stillpoint shall provide information on their website that encourages carpooling 
and bike usage.  The website will include information on public transportation and 
provide a link to the VTA website.  Stillpoint will offer bicycle storage on-premises. 

7. All events will include recycling and composting. 

8. No synthetic pesticides and/or herbicides will be used on the property. 

9. All fertilizers will abide by island fertilizer regulations. 

10. All lighting will be dark sky compliant and 3,000 Kelvin or less in temperature. 

11. Stillpoint will comply with nitrogen requirements determined by the Commission. 

12. Stillpoint shall continue to cut and maintain the present vegetation on Lot 4-13 to 
the right of the intersection of Stillpoint Meadows Road and State Road. 

13. Stillpoint shall install a Please Use Caution When Exiting sign, or a sign with 
similar language, for vehicles exiting Stillpoint Meadows Road. 

14. If Stillpoint Martha’s Vineyard (SMV) obtains permits to use the premises as set 
forth above, SMV will impose the following development restrictions on lots 4.9 
and 4.13: 

 



 Each lot will be limited to a total of 1,200 sq.ft. of enclosed 
structures (of total built floor area as defined by the West Tisbury 
Zoning Bylaws). This restriction shall be for the benefit of Lots 4.10 
and 4.11, shall be deemed to run with the land, and shall be binding 
upon SMV, its successors and assigns.

15. Any (a) material alteration of the permit granted by the Commission herein, as 
the term “material” is defined by the Commission or (b) an application for a 
building permit for a structure on Lots 4.9 or 4.13, shall require Stillpoint to apply 
to the MVC for an amendment or modification. 


