
July 2, 2020 

To:  MV Commission 

Fr:  Michelle Kelly, 385 Shubael Weeks Path, Vineyard Haven 

 

Dear MVC members, 

I live on the corner of Red Coat Hill and Shubael Weeks Path with my family.  We’ve been here for 17 

years.  Not a long time considering the several decades of tenure some of my neighbor’s have.  We’re 

year-rounders and have two children at the Tisbury School.   

I appreciate the town’s interest in preserving the aesthetics of our roads and land.  As owners of the 

roads, along with our neighbors, we have the roads graded regularly and purchase material a few times 

a year to fill the pot holds.  Like the town, we strive towards the same goal which is to preserve the 

aesthetics of the roads and natural beauty of the surrounding land. 

That said, I do not support this bylaw as it is written.  These are the reasons.   

The language referring to our roads being “recreational resources for the enjoyment of the outdoors, 

promoting non-motorized forms of travel and links to other trails” conflict with the actual uses as many 

of these roads are access roads to the homes on them.  Unless I’m missing something, this bylaw 

provides the town a free conservation easements and trail easements on private property which are 

customarily bought and sold at current market value.  Similar to trail easements bought by MV Land 

Bank and between owners for view easements and beach access.  As a comparison, consider the 

beautiful beaches on the island.  Would it not suit the general public to have all the beaches made public 

beaches?  If Martha’s Vineyard were to bring this vote to the town and MVC, it would be unanimous.  

However, a vote of this nature would take away private property rights which are protected rights by 

law.      

Additionally, the nature and appeal of these roads are in their narrowness and high bluffs.  So, by 

promoting the roads for recreational, non-motorized use, this bylaw increases the likelihood of 

accidents between pedestrians and bikers with the often larger, SUV trucks.  If you haven’t visited these 

roads, please do so and you will see the bluffs are too high for elderly and children, and others with 

bicycles to safely hop up out of harm’s way.  Recently there was an incident on West Tisbury’s Ben 

Chase Road where a 4wd pick up truck nearly collided with a mother and 4yo child because they could 

not get out of the way fast enough, and the event resulted in police involvement. 

Another reason why I cannot support this bylaw is because of the language on existing gates which 

happened to be added to this bylaw during the clunky Planning Board process.  In a nutshell, it 

grandfathers the two existing gates blocking Shubael Weeks Path and Red Coat Hill Road.  These two 

gates have been the root of an ongoing legal battle over access.  In my opinion, the existence of these 

gates falls outside of the town’s authority.  The grandfathering of the gates is not necessary to preserve 

the natural aesthetics and historic significance of the roads.  Furthermore, it only benefits the gate 

owners by further protecting their own privacy and further creating an unfair playing field.  To explain, 

the gate owners can (and do) open the gates and drive through to State Road/Merry Farm Road via Red 



Coat Hill and Shubael Weeks Path while the homeowners who are “locked in” do not have that same 

luxury.  

Lastly, I understand there may be a procedural issue to the validity of this bylaw and, because of this, 

there may be time to work through these concerns after all.  I hope so.  I am hopeful that there can be 

some version of this Special Ways designation that will protect the aesthetics of these roads for future 

generations.  A version that includes the Land Bank involvement by cutting in a few more walking trails 

on their 200 acre properties to connect Red Coat Hill to Blackwater Preserve, yet away from these roads 

that are used by vehicles on a daily basis.  

I hope you consider these concern as they are coming from a homeowner who will be directly impacted 

by this bylaw.    

Very Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Kelly 

508-989-4848 

michelle@vineyard.net 

 


