
9/8/22

To: Alex Elvin, MV Commission DRI coordinator, and MV Commissioners

Subject:  Stillpoint MV, Inc. DRI # 279M

Dear Commissioners,
I am a lifelong full-time resident of West Tisbury.   While I serve on West Tisbury’s Mill 
Brook Watershed Management committee, I write this letter as a private citizen.

I write neither in favor of nor against this application.   

I have several questions that I would like to get on the record in the event that this 
public hearing is closed tonight.   My hope is that these will be answered during 
tonight’s discussion among commissioners.

1.  Segmented application:  While tonight’s DRI hearing refers solely to proposed 
activity on lot 4.11, the applicant owns 3 additional lots of the original Priester Pond 
development, all over 3 acres in size.  Presumably, each of these lots would be allowed 
by right at least a main house/septic system with additional accessory structures of 
various sizes.  Further, does the proposed public water supply well on the ‘barn 
lot’ (4.11) preclude further development of lot 4.11?   The commission has avoided 
segmented applications for projects before them, therefore I urge commissioners to 
consider the entire potential for development here, not just this first phase (as referred 
to in several letters of support) at this time.  This application should be considered on its 
own merits, not in comparison to a development that is not happening.

2.  The proposed development restriction:   I read the applicant’s proposed 
development restriction for lots 4.13 and 4.9 several times.   Unless I read it incorrectly, 
it seems to prohibit the reverse of what I think their intentions are, as follows:  “"Lots 
4.9 and 4.13 shall be perpetually restricted from the development of any 
"off the grid" structures and improvements which shall include, but are not 
limited to, structures powered by off the grid sources, walking paths, picnic 
tables, gardens, farming fields, sculptures, art or art installations.”.   
Traditional conservation restrictions list both allowed and prohibited uses, clearly 
stating that no additional development/buildings/houses will be allowed on these 
lots.  Commissioners should be satisfied that this will be the case on lots 4.13 
and 4.9.   Commissioners must also be clear on the extent of development 
allowable on lots 4.10 and 4.11.

3.   Septic capacity/use:  Using conservative math from the applicant’s DRI 
submission, 700 classes/workshops per year with 50 attendees at each (not 
including the twice weekly larger events of 100 attendees each, nor their stated 
intention to rent out the space) comes to an expected 35,000 people coming to 
the property annually.  The applicant proposes adding a nitrogen enhancement 



feature to the existing 3 bedroom septic system on lot 4.11.   Does this existing 
system have the capacity for this level of anticipated use?   As the West Tisbury 
library wisely chose to do when building the new facility near the head of Town 
Cove in the Mill Brook watershed, I urge the commission to condition all 
development here to use composting toilet systems.

4.   Wetlands:  Given the numbers cited above, I have already shared with MV 
Land Bank staff my concerns about this increase in intensity of use by 
pedestrians, mountain bikers, equestrians on trails here.   It is my understanding 
that not all existing trails enjoyed review and permission from West Tisbury 
conservation commission.  Trails in sensitive wetland locations should be 
relocated to less sensitive areas.   Decades ago, a single narrow trail existed in 
the vicinity of Crocker Pond, but the annual usage was likely far fewer than 100 
people.

Thank you for your consideration, and for your service on the MV Commission.
Prudy Burt

P.O. Box 1044 
West Tisbury, Ma., 02575
508-696-3836


