December 16, 2020
Dear Edgartown Waste Water commissioners and Selectmen of Edgartown:
My family owns a house and property at 502 Edgartown Road. We have been tax payers since 1964. I want to go
on record in opposition to the property 490 Edgartown/Vineyard Haven Road being used for Navigator Elder
Homes of New England LLC Green House Assisted Living. This proposal is too dense for the property with 5 planned
houses with 14 beds in each house plus kitchen and living areas. Even if these rooms house single seniors this is 70
people plus staff. There is nothing to say couples could not live there pushing the occupancy to upwards of 140.
Greenhouse homes concept traditionally house only 10 to 12 elders. This plan is already bigger. The plan also calls
for apartment housing for staff for the facility and the Martha’s Vineyard Hospital. This plan will result in extreme
water usage increases.
I want the commission to think about the problems with this plan on such small property. Why would Edgartown
house employees of the hospital, which is not in Edgartown? Is there research that shows people want to live on
property where they work? There is some research around the country that shows the concept of greenhouse
living is not financially sustainable.
This project is being advertised as affordable. That of course is relative. Medicaid funds skilled nursing but not
assisted living. Medicare doesn’t fund either. PACE funds from Medicare are supposed to be used to keep seniors
in their own homes as long as possible to age in place. I would submit that this is not aging in place. I read in the
minutes from December 12, 2019, a year ago, that a selectman mentioned Windermere and how the family was
running out of money and would have liked their relative to have remained on the island. This project is not likely
to be an answer to money issues for families. In my personal experience without insurance either private or
government Assisted Living can cost upwards of $5,000.00 a month as a low estimate. Skilled nursing can be
$7,000.00 per month at a minimum. I am certainly in favor of healthy aging for seniors and want the best for all of
us. That said, I hope the commission will not be swayed by the heartstrings and look closely at this poor location
for this proposed project.
Why is it a bad location? Density is the first reason. 490 Edgartown Road is on the busiest section of this road
heading into Edgartown. The traffic is already over capacity in the pre pandemic summer time and many times
there is a 20 minute wait to get from there to the triangle. Facilities such as these require multiple ambulance visits
day and night, additional cars at the residence will be a problem. The LLC CEO told my family member that old
people don’t drive, but more than ample parking is in the plan. Parking at a facility requires security lighting and
this parking is planned to be about 40 yards away from my family home. Only a small tree line shows between. No
mention of a conservation easement is in the plans. There are concerns about commercial laundry needs which
require water and waste, hazardous personal waste, light pollution, dumpsters, delivery traffic and more. This area
is surrounded by homes and a few small businesses.
Our biggest concern is there are huge environmental problems with this project. The Sengekontacket watershed
will be involved. Your commission is wise to carefully look at the waste water usage projections and reject this
project. In the previously mentioned minutes from December 19, 2019 Ms. Schepici is quoted as saying, “This
project which would benefit many, outweighed the wants of a few Segekontacket watershed residents who have
approached the commission in the past seeking sewer connection.” I would submit that everyone must be
concerned about the watershed and capacity. We only have one small island that must be protected. “The plant
comes dangerously close now to the 80 percent of capacity mark in the peak times.” said Mr. Rock. There should
not be exceptions here.

This property is also home to protected moths and bats. The plan says building would be planned around these
creatures, but they fly. So are we really to think that this magnitude of change would not negatively impact these
protected species. This land is also a greenway connector to the Edgartown Ancient Ways and Pennywise Path.
This must be maintained as an open space. The endangered Lady Slipper plant is on the property as well as wildlife
whose habitat is already shrinking on this island.
As abutters to this property we want to be on the mailing list for every meeting, email and discussion of this
project. As of now we have had no contact from this commission, Edgartown planning board or the LLC Company.
We learned of this in the Vineyard Gazette . There has been no transparency and the website for Navigator Elder
Homes of New England speaks of this project as if it were a done deal. I submit to you that it is not, Mr. Finn, clerk
from Edgartown, emailed us that zoning changes have not been approved. Do not approve this project for this
property.

Sincerely,
Linda Messersmith Armour
386 212- 4088
Larmour1951@gmail.com

Edgartown Police Department
Bruce R. McNamee
Chief of Police

72 PEASE’S POINT WAY SOUTH, EDGARTOWN, MA 02539
Phone (508) 627-4343 Fax (508) 627-4577
edgartownpd@comcast.net

TO: Edgartown Planning Board
FROM: Chief Bruce McNamee
SUBJECT: Vineyard Haven Road Hospital Project
DATE: 3/Nov/21
When considering the impact of the operation of a medical facility of the size that is being
proposed, it is worth noting that Edgartown Police Department (“EPD”) personnel have
traditionally played an active role in most of the emergency medical calls that have occurred
within our community. Typically, at least one officer is dispatched to assist responding EMS
personnel with providing patient care while also maintaining scene safety. Depending on the
staffing of the nursing facility, in the event that EMS was summoned to provide emergency
medical care to this at-risk population, there could be a significant impact upon the availability of
remaining police personnel to respond for other calls for service.
In addition to the increase in activity stemming from medical calls, the employee housing units
could also be a source for additional requests for our services. These calls could quite possibly
emulate those often associated with dense apartment-style living conditions, and could involve
such activities as domestic violence, larcenies, disturbances, etc.
As far as the impact on local vehicle traffic is concerned, I have reviewed the supplied
documents and have noted a minor discrepancy relative to the number of reported motor vehicle
accidents (“MVA’s”) at the proposed location. Page 10 of the Transportation Impact Assessment
(“TIA”), states that no MVA’s had occurred during the reporting period of 2013-2017. EPD
records revealed however that during this period there were two MVA’s in 2015, and that there
has been two more MVA’s after the reporting period (both in 2019). Though these #s are
relatively low, with the addition of the TIA’s estimated increase of 350+ daily vehicles to this
location, increased traffic can only exacerbate these amounts.
If any members of the Planning Board should require anything further from me, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Thank you,

Chief Bruce McNamee

12/7/21, 1:23 PM
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Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

letter in opposition to the Martha's vineyard Green Home project
1 message
Linda Armour <larmour1951@gmail.com>
To: Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

Mon, Dec 6, 2021 at 9:24 PM

Dear Mr. Finn,
I attended, by zoom, two Edgartown wastewater management meetings and spoke at
one meeting . I continue to oppose the building of the Martha's Vineyard Green Home/
Nursing Home project on Edgartown Vineyard Haven Road. Please read this email and
re-submit my letter from that time in the record at this special planning meeting to be
held December 7, 2021.
When I spoke at the wastewater meeting I also objected to the fact that no one from this
project contacted my family personally in the early planning stages. We have the
closest adjacent property and will feel the impact. I would also like to add that in my
recent research I see that Dukes County , Mass. does not participate in PACE
Medicare options. This situation makes this project an expensive living option for most
seniors. Very few rooms would be skilled nursing Medicaid eligible rooms. I would
submit that many in Edgartown believe this to be an economical option for the islands'
seniors.
This particular neighborhood property is not compatible with the density of this
commercial nursing home project . At the wastewater meetings I learned that the
treatment plant is at 80% capacity most summers even before this dense project would
be built. The watershed area is fragile without this kind of growth . I have
environmental concerns.
Once again, I go on record objecting to the Hospital Green Home project .
Sincerely,
Linda Messersmith Armour
502 Edgartown Vineyard Haven Road
386 212-4088
larmour1951@gmail.com
letter to Marthas vineyard commissioners updated.pdf
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December 7, 2020
Dear Edgartown Commissioners,

• Edgartown’s infrastructure is not able to handle the scale or density of this commercial development. We have
heard the reports on the already overburdened wastewater treatment facility. There needs to be additional studies on
Nitrogen load. The loss of open space and habitat for all living things (not just moths). The detriment to our
watersheds and water supply cannot be reversed.
• Our family is not opposed to healthy aging, or the need for skilled nursing and long-term care, but the 'Green Home'
model has not been tested on Martha's Vineyard and could prove to be unsustainable. The public needs to be aware
of the fact that Medicare does not cover long-term care.
• The additional workforce housing seems excessive. Staff turnover could be high, the need for additional parking,
security, and school bus pickup for families. Traffic increase leading into the Edgartown Triangle, garbage, landfill,
and chemical waste concerns, light and noise pollution, additional burden on schools and the Stop and Shop. Tax
implications for Edgartown. If this is a not-for-profit, does it pay taxes?
• Institutional draw on the water supply will only deplete the resources and make it nearly impossible for others
to tie in.
This development could have grave implications for our island’s resources.
Sincerely,
Patricia (Messersmith) Turken,
502 Edgartown Road
PO Box 274
Edgartown, MA 02539

Douglas Finn <dfinn@edgartown-ma.us>

opposition letter regarding MV Hospital development attached
1 message
Patricia Turken <pturken@icloud.com>
To: dfinn@edgartown-ma.us

Tue, Dec 7, 2021 at 5:28 PM

December 7, 2020
Dear Edgartown Commissioners,
• Edgartown’s infrastructure is not able to handle the scale or density of this commercial development. We have heard the reports
on the already overburdened wastewater treatment facility. There needs to be additional studies on Nitrogen load. The loss of open
space and habitat for all living things (not just moths). The detriment to our watersheds and water supply cannot be reversed.
• Our family is not opposed to healthy aging, or the need for skilled nursing and long-term care, but the 'Green Home' model has not
been tested on Martha's Vineyard and could prove to be unsustainable. The public needs to be aware of the fact that Medicare
does not cover long-term care.
• The additional workforce housing seems excessive. Staff turnover could be high, the need for additional parking, security, and
school bus pickup for families. Traffic increase leading into the Edgartown Triangle, garbage, landfill, and chemical waste concerns,
light and noise pollution, additional burden on schools and the Stop and Shop. Tax implications for Edgartown. If this is a not-forprofit, does it pay taxes?
• Institutional draw on the water supply will only deplete the resources and make it nearly impossible for others
to tie in.
This development could have grave implications for our island’s resources.
Sincerely,
Patricia (Messersmith) Turken,
502 Edgartown Road
PO Box 274
Edgartown, MA 02539
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To the Planning Board of Edgartown
January 12, 2022
Dear Board Members,
I am writing in support of Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard as proposed on land in
Edgartown.
I am not a resident of Edgartown, but I am a life-long Island visitor and resident, primarily from
Vineyard Haven. I have been active on the boards of the Martha’s Vineyard Community
Foundation (then known as the Permanent Endowment Fund), Martha’s Vineyard Hospital and
Hospice and Palliative Care of Martha’s Vineyard, as well as having served as an EMT in
Tisbury for 10 years. I am currently on the Board of Navigator Homes, having agreed to serve
because of my strong belief that the community of Martha’s Vineyard owes it to our elders to
have opportunities for medical care for them here as they age.
The main opposition I have heard for the project is from people who live near the proposed site.
They speak of increased traffic and lights and sirens; however, the 70 proposed Green House
residents will not be driving anything other than their wheelchairs or walkers, and only around
the gardens and grounds of the complex. Others will walk to work on site. There are few lights
and sirens that come to nursing homes, for this is not an emergency facility. We anticipate that
there will be occasional visitors to the residents, but there should not be much impact from
traffic.
I understand people’s hope that their neighborhood will never change, but that is unrealistic. As
our island population increases, so will the need for places for them to live. If the 28 acres on
which Navigator is proposed were to be developed into residences, under current zoning, I
believe that the disruption to the neighbors would be more substantial than it will with these
clustered buildings with substantial open space set aside.
One of the major and well recognized issues on the Island is affordable housing for our
workforce. This project will provide subsidized rental units for employees of both the nursing
home and the hospital. In addition, the hospital will benefit from being able to convert the space
currently used by Windemere to expand primary care and specialty medical services to serve the
community.
The Island needs this project.
I urge you to approve the plans.
I request that you read this letter into the record at the meeting tonight, 1.18.2022.
Respectfully,
Polly Brown
Vineyard Haven
Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard, Inc., 501c3
923 Main Street, Building #4, Unit O, Yarmouth Port, MA 02675 (508) 276-0757

To: Edgartown Planning Board, in advance of January 18 meeting
This letter is in strong support of the Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard project proposed
for construction on the VH/Edgartown Rd. in Edgartown. As a 70-year resident of Chappy from
seasonal to part-time and now full-time, and a priest who has served at both St. Andrew’s and
Grace, Vineyard Haven, I am acutely aware of two major challenges facing the island: how to
keep our frail elderly from having to move off island, especially now that Windemere is closing,
and the desperate island-wide need for affordable housing. One of the major reasons that places
like Windemere are closing is because no one really wants to be warehoused in such a nursing
home, either for themselves or for their loved ones.
Navigator Homes, a Green House Model, turns the traditional warehouse model of nursing home
care completely upside down. An innovative design of small houses that will be architecturally
designed specifically to fit the Vineyard landscape and individual rooms with private baths will
allow residents to do what they enjoy and are still able to do. During Covid, the number of cases
in Green House model nursing homes throughout the country was almost no-existent. As Vivian
Vasallo, Vice President, Housing Impact Program, AARP Foundation writes, “AARP supports
the Green House Model because it helps elders keep their best life within reach. Too many older
adults face high housing costs, inadequate housing, and isolation (sound like the Vineyard?!) –
and Green House addresses those needs. It not only gives older adults a place to live, but also
provides stellar care, fosters community, and promotes their personal well-being.” Of crucial
importance, Navigator Homes will have their own staff housing, meaning employees will be able
to work and live on the island.
We are aware that neighbors do have concerns. We all know that people in general do not like
change and any changes to a neighborhood can be worrisome. Concerns about an increase in
traffic should be minimal, unless the elderly have plans to invest in motorized wheelchairs and
start zooming up and down the Edgartown/VH road! Furthermore, since the staff will be living
on site and walking to work, the impact would be less than having a street with a typical number
of houses. If people are concerned about an increase in noise, my guess is, again, if a street were
to be there, populated with active children and perhaps swimming pools, the impact of increased
noise would be considerably greater.
Another concern we have heard is that the project would require the town to make expensive
upgrades to its sewer plant and collection system and use its dwindling flow to accommodate this
project. On the contrary, the Navigator project is following a path to provide on-site advanced
nitrogen removing septic systems that will be completely separate from the town's sewer and
Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard, Inc., 501c3
923 Main Street, Building #4, Unit O, Yarmouth Port, MA 02675 (508) 276-0757

therefore, have no impact on the town's wastewater department. Plus, they are capable of
removing over 90% of the nitrogen produced as opposed to the 19% now required by Title V.
For anyone concerned about this wonderful potential addition to the island, I would encourage
you to visit their website, www.navigatorhomesmv.org. We see Navigator Homes of MV as a
win/win undertaking for the island, for both our growing number of elders in need of skilled
nursing care and the housing required for their caregivers. If I were facing nursing home care,
which I very well could be some day, the decision between a traditional nursing home facility
such as Windemere and a Green House Model such as Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard,
my decision would be a complete no-brainer. We, on the Board, invite you to learn more before
making any decisions for or against. Thank you.
The Rev. Cynthia Hubbard
Board Member, Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard

Navigator Homes of Martha’s Vineyard, Inc., 501c3
923 Main Street, Building #4, Unit O, Yarmouth Port, MA 02675 (508) 276-0757

