
Re: 43 Look St - Third-Party Evaluation

Hi Michael,  

From �me to �me the commission may require peer reviews/evalua�ons for DRI proposals where they feel they
lack the relevant exper�se to evaluate certain aspects of the project. In this case the chairperson requested that
our consultant iden�fy and comment on the historic significance of the exis�ng structure, and the character of
the proposed structure in context of the neighborhood. The reason for the request as I understand it was so there
could be an official independent recommenda�on on file to address these points and help inform the
commission's final decision and/or condi�ons. Your arguments below have been noted, and we will add this email
to the record. I would also point out that the staff ra�ng of 18/32 does not indicate "li�le significance" under the
MVC Demoli�on Policy, but is meant as a general reference for commissioners.  

Let me know if you need anything else.  

Thanks, 

Alex 

Alex Elvin
Development of Regional Impact (DRI) Coordinator 
Martha's Vineyard Commission
The Olde Stone Building
33 New York Avenue
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557
(774) 563-5363

From: Michael Morrison <michael@revealhomesllc.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2022 10:53 AM 
To: Alex Elvin; malkin@mvcommission.org 
Cc: BRIAN PURDY 
Subject: Re: 43 Look St - Third-Party Evalua�on
 
Alex, 

It's quite disappoin�ng knowing another step has been added to this simple but complex DRI review.  My client
and I both don't understand how or why such an emphasis on "streetscape" needs to be addressed when the
commission has established the following.

Alex Elvin
Mon 9/26/2022 2:44 PM

To:Michael Morrison <michael@revealhomesllc.com>; malkin@mvcommission.org <malkin@mvcommission.org>;

Cc:BRIAN PURDY <bpurdy0072@comcast.net>;

 1 attachment

DRI Demolition Policy 2017.pdf;



1. The exis�ng homes' Contribu�on to Street / Community shows that it's of similar size to other homes in a
streetscape of "Mixed Styles"

2. The town assessor lists this house as Average +10 or Below Average for the Town, not just Look Street or
just west of the Historic District, but for the en�re town of Tisbury.

3.  A list of structural deficiencies exists in the home as outlined in John Lolley's Structural Report indica�ng
evidence of water intrusion, unstable infrastructure, structural cracking, detached walls from studs shi�ing
ver�cally, an unstable founda�on due to deteriora�ng mortar, and safety issues requiring immediate
a�en�on.

4.  MVC staff ra�ng notes regarding historical significance indicate this home as having Li�le Significance.
5. Other review: The project is not subject to review by any other agencies that could condi�on or deny the

demoli�on. No other agencies have provided comment on the proposal.  If this statement holds true, then
what is the purpose of a third -party or outside agency conduc�ng an assessment regarding the
streetscape?   Should I assume this means any "Streetscape" findings/results, should have no influence on
the decision to demolish or not to demolish? 

6. Finally, why would a home that is rated as Bellow Average for the Town, viewed as having Li�le Historical
Significance from the MVC, with documented Severe Structural Deficiencies, & Compromised
Founda�on,  even be considered for an assessment for a streetscape assessment?  I thought the purpose
for a streetscape assessment was to enhance, renew,  and rejuvenate 

These are just a few ques�ons that come to mind when trying to understand the process and requirements of a
demoli�on of our nature, but now we're dealing with issues expected more from an Historical Commission or
Architectural Review Board.  We would appreciate some understanding of the commission's reasoning behind this
request.

Regards, 

Michael Morrison
Reveal Homes, LLC

From: Alex Elvin <elvin@mvcommission.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 4:11 PM 
To: Michael Morrison <michael@revealhomesllc.com>; BRIAN PURDY <bpurdy0072@comcast.net>
Subject: 43 Look St - third party review
 
Hi Michael,  

The commission chairperson has requested a third-party evalua�on of the 43 Look St. project, including an
assessment of the exis�ng and proposed structures in regard to the streetscape. Third-party reviews for DRI
projects are done at the applicant's expense, and the MVC typically selects the consultant or review agency. In
this case we have engaged preserva�on consultant Eric Dray, who we have worked with in the past. The
evalua�on will likely not exceed $3,500. We are hoping it can be completed by the con�nued hearing on Oct. 6,
but will keep you posted. Let me know if you have any ques�ons. 

Thanks,

Alex

Alex Elvin
Development of Regional Impact (DRI) Coordinator 
Martha's Vineyard Commission
The Olde Stone Building



33 New York Avenue
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557
(774) 563-5363


