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ABOUT US 
The Vineyard’s athletic community is on the verge of something truly historic. The vision is to create 
a safe, centrally located, all-inclusive athletic facility with access to public transportation, and 
organized parking. This vision has produced a non-profit 501 C-3 organization named MV@Play. 
There is a very clear need for more playing fields on Martha’s Vineyard because of the rapid 
increase in organized sports groups spanning all ages. For example, the sheer volume of youth 
athletes, alone, far exceeds the existing venues and infrastructure available. The problem is 
compounded by the number of organized adult sports leagues who utilize the same playing 
surfaces. Most of the playing fields that do exist are outdated, unsafe, inadequate in quantity, and 
disorganized. Currently there are over four hundred children registered just in the youth soccer 
program with only two full-sized fields to support their numbers. MV@Play imagines a central athletic 
facility accessible to the Islands youth athletes providing opportunities for education, mentorship, 
and community service in a safe and controlled environment. The ability to mix age groups in a 
singular location would allow for younger children to observe and learn from older, more experienced 
athletes through parallel play. Additionally, the planners envision a state-of- the-art facility with 
outdoor lighting, which would allow for team play to continue into the evening hours, and weather 
tolerant surfaces which would enable year-round play. Currently athletes and families are confronted 
with numerous logistical complications because there is not a centrally located sports campus. In 
many cases parents are faced with dropping one child in West Tisbury and then rushing to Vineyard 
Haven with a second child for practice or games. A logical location for the envisioned venture would 
ideally be at the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School. If this property could be made available, 
the community (children and adults) would have central access to soccer, lacrosse, football, field 
hockey, baseball, track & field, softball, basketball, tennis, volleyball, soft- ball, and a potential green 
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space with walking trails. Currently a 41-acre parcel of land at MVRHS is being considered for this 
multi-sport athletic campus. MV@Play has been working to find support for this vision. At the time of 
this writing, the Superintendent of Island Schools, the high school Interim Principal, Athletic Director, 
Coaching Staff, Head of Facilities, Land Use Committee, and School Committee, as well as various 
youth organizations, are all embracing with great enthusiasm the concept of this collaborative effort. 
There is a broad consensus that this large-scale movement will provide and promote a healthy 
active lifestyle for island children and adults alike. Mark McCarthy, MVRHS Athletic Director, has 
noted that the proposed plan would dramatically improve the current athletic campus at the high 
school. Examples of these upgrades include going from 3 to 5 game-ready fields, 4 improved 
existing fields, a renovated track, and adding 2 new multi-sport practice fields. Most importantly, all 
would be safe playing surfaces. How do we pay for it? This robust initiative is estimated to cost 
roughly $12 million. MV@Play intends to be funded predominantly by private donations. The 
reasoning behind this push for private funding is that MV@PLAY wishes to lessen the financial strain 
the athletics portion places on the overall MVRHS budget. This plan would allow the tax payers 
money to funnel directly towards the high school’s primary obligations — education and 
infrastructure. At this time, a group of select MVRHS alumni and island business owners have 
donated the seed money required to hire legal counsel and a team of specialized engineers (headed 
by Bill Seymour of Gale Associates in Weymouth, MA). These monies have allowed MV@ Play to 
register as a non-profit and begin drafting initial schematic designs for a multi-sport facility, which will 
include but is not limited to: restrooms, concessions, locker rooms, equipment storage, team 
meeting spaces, coaches’ rooms, and a dedicated sports medicine facility with immediate access to 
the playing fields. The first phase of this project is to address the track, which is unsafe and is on the 
verge of being condemned by the MIAA. Deficiencies such as this highlight the need to provide our 
athletes parity in playing surfaces to those enjoyed by their competition off-island. MV@Play would 
help both the high school track program and youth athletics. The new track would also include a 
multi-sport infield. Ultimately, this groundbreaking vision will directly impact more Island youth than 
ever imagined. By galvanizing the support of the Island community, MV@PLAY hopes to provide a 
gateway for continuous athletic achievement by offering the finest facilities and resources available 
so that our Island’s athletes can succeed far beyond our shores. Three island men, David Wallis, 
Roberts “Spike” Smith, and Terry Donahue are currently laying the groundwork for these "Fields of 
Dreams" and are actively seeking contributions. Please do not hesitate to contact them at 
mvatplay@gmail.com. Additionally, if you wish to invest in the future of organized athletics on 
Martha’s Vineyard, tax free donations may be sent to: 

 


