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October 7, 2020 
 
 
Dear Members of the Community Preservation Committee, 

  

I am pleased to submit a letter of support for the Tabernacle in its effort to secure CPC 

funds for a roof replacement.  This year, when the school was tasked with reimagining 

our graduation ceremony in the time of COVID, I learned that the tradition of having 

that special ceremony at the Tabernacle runs incredibly deep.  I heard over and over 

again how students dream about that day in June, having grown up seeing and 

experiencing the beauty and inclusivity of the ceremony at this beautiful venue.  

  

Few places on this island can offer what the Tabernacle does.  It provides history, 

gravitas, and the freedom of open walls with the security of a roof above heads should 

the weather prove uncooperative.  It is a natural and willing hub for community events, 

such as the regional high school’s graduation.  In my years speaking to our graduating 

class from the podium, I have been in awe at the community support that—quite 

literally—surrounds and celebrates the graduates on that day in June.   Alongside 

faculty, family members and friends of the graduates, tourists stumble upon the 

ceremony as they visit the gingerbread cottages, and deep rooted islanders come out in 

force to applaud the latest generation.  I sincerely believe that the venue itself, an open 

air gathering space in the center of an historical island treasure, has shaped this special 

ceremony.  

  

MVRHS is so grateful to the MV Camp Meeting Association for allowing us to use the 

Tabernacle to host graduation for 50 years.  We hope that the CPC supports this roof 

project so that we can continue to hold it there for many more years in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Sara Dingledy, Principal 

Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School 
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From:	 Daniel	Waters	
	 P.O.	Box	595,	West	Tisbury,	MA	02575	
	 508-693-1551	
	
To:		 Martha’s	Vineyard	Community	Preservation	Committees	
	
Re:		 The	MVCMA	application	for	CPC	funding	to	restore	the	Tabernacle	roof	
	
	
	
28	September	2020	
	
Dear	CPC:	
	
I	am	writing	in	my	capacity	as	Town	Moderator	for	the	Town	of	West	Tisbury.	This	
year,	the	Coronavirus	pandemic	made	it	impossible	for	West	Tisbury	to	hold	our	
Annual	Town	Meeting	in	the	town’s	school	gymnasium,	where	it	is	traditionally	held	
each	spring.	As	the	months	wore	on	into	summer,	we	considered	many	fresh-air	
options,	none	of	them	perfect.	However,	it	was	imperative	that	this	meeting	occur	
before	the	end	of	the	year	(June	30)	in	order	that	the	budget	be	established	so	that	
the	town	could	continue	to	function.		
	
When	we	approached	the	Martha’s	Vineyard	Camp	Meeting	Association	(MVCMA),	
their	board	did	not	hesitate	to	make	the	Tabernacle	available	to	West	Tisbury	and	
its	voters,	even	though	the	meeting	would	happen	on	June	23	when	many	Camp	
Ground	residents	would	be	living	in	their	cottages.	The	MVCMA	could	not	have	been	
more	helpful,	welcoming,	and	forthcoming	—	and	their	generosity	included	their	
excellent	sound	and	slide	projection	system.	I	should	mention	that	use	of	the	
Tabernacle	came	to	the	town	free	of	charge,	with	never	any	discussion	of	rental.	As	I	
write	this,	we	are	preparing	to	hold	a	Special	Town	Meeting	on	October	6	—	again	at	
the	Tabernacle,	and	again	for	free.	
	
The	Oak	Bluffs	Tabernacle	is	a	resource	that	truly	extends	beyond	town	boundaries	
to	help	tie	Martha’s	Vineyard	together	as	a	unified	and	sharing	community.	I	know	
that	West	Tisbury’s	town	leaders	share	my	gratitude	to	the	MVCMA	for	their	
unstinting	hospitality	and	open-heartedness.	I	hope	you	will	take	this	into	
consideration	when	reviewing	their	application	for	CPC	funding.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
Dan	Waters	
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