
Jim Vercruysse, chair                                                                      July, 21, 0016 
Martha's Vineyard Commission,PO Box 1447 
Oak Bluffs,   Ma. 02557   
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Jim and MV Commissioners, 
 
       I would like to write in support of the Kuehn's Way affordable housing proposal. I have been  
following the efforts to place affordable residences on this property since Bridge Housing was first 
proposed back in 2003. I believe I was a member of the MVC at the time. It is a shame  that the 
approved plan was not built, but this is a far better plan. As we all know the need for affordable housing 
has grown exponentially since then.  
     The modified proposal before you tonight is the product of over ten years of experience by the 
proponents ,The Island Housing Trust. The plan has evolved to more effectively address the housing 
need while taking into consideration our increasingly stressed environment and the abutters who will be 
most impacted.   
     I am not one of those abutters, not even a resident of Vineyard Haven but I am and have been for 
over 40 years a resident of Martha's Vineyard. I live in a tight neighborhood of small lots in Oak Bluffs. 
But thank goodness, like the abutters to this project I live close to a large tract of Land Bank open 
space. My neighbors are almost all year-rounders, local workers and community members contributing 
to the Island. Familiar faces and friends. We are going to lose this community if we do not start to 
address this affordability issue and the supply of moderately priced homes and rental units. We have a 
lot of work to do to find a balance that gives us the environment, the economy and the community that 
we want.  This project offers some of that balance. We can always find  reasons for not  doing 
something. Not everybody is going to be happy. Some compromise needs to occur. I think this project 
deserves to be built as presently proposed. I hope you will accept this as a positive modification to a 
formally approved DRI and let the project get going as soon as possible. The proponent IHT has a great 
track record of building quality housing and our local Housing Authority, who will be managing the 
community once occupied has a solid record of responsible oversight. Please accept these 
modifications and let this project go forward.   Thank You. 
 
                 Richard Toole,   Oak Bluffs,  Ma. 
      


