
Baltimore Raven’s Field
• As part of the Field Fund presentation they referred several times to 

the Baltimore ravens and how they converted to a grass field.  
• This is what was not said…..



“Ravens' new grass field draws mostly 
praise, some criticism”

The following are all quoted from this article.

USA Today 2016

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nfl/2016/12/07/ravens-new-grass-field-draws-mostly-praise-some-criticism/95113418/


Andre Branch, a member of a Miami defense that yielded 496 yards, 
said, "The grass was terrible. We knew that coming into the game.”

Actually, the field was vastly different than one week earlier, when 
Baltimore beat Cincinnati 19-14. In that game, the turf was beginning 

to show the wear and tear of a long season.

"The grass stopped growing and it became a little bit of sand pit out 
there, especially between the hash marks," Ravens kicker Justin Tucker 

said.

So the team did something about it.

"We decided to re-sod the middle of the field, from the numbers to the 
numbers, 100 yards," Cass said (Ravens President). "We brought in 

heavy-cut sod from North Carolina. I thought it was beautiful."



To accommodate the change to grass, the Ravens are paying 
for two additional fields in North Carolina from which to 

obtain sod. 

They've also installed an artificial lighting system at M&T 
Stadium and given up staging the state high school football 

playoffs — four games in three days — because of the 
damage it would cause the field.

Then there's the matter of hiring crews to maintain and 
replace the grass.

"It's a major investment and a major commitment," Cass 
said.  (team president, Dick Cass)



Balitmore Ravens Website
Baltimore had natural grass in the stadium when M&T Bank Stadium 

opened in 1998, but it didn't work out well.

The field got chewed up during the season and they had trouble 
keeping it in good condition late in the season due to sunlight 

restrictions. Starting in early November, sunlight does not reach the 
Ravens sideline from about the numbers into the bench.

The team also plans to re-sod the entire field once during the season, 
and perhaps do parts of it a second time if needed. The team will have 

two backup fields growing in North Carolina and ready to go when 
needed.

https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/ravens-switching-to-natural-grass-at-m-t-bank-stadium-16430494


Balitmore Ravens Website
Installing and maintaining a high-quality grass field will be a 

"significantly greater expense" and come with more maintenance, 
Cass said.

The Ravens also plan to use artificial light to keep grass growing where 
the field is shaded.

https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/ravens-switching-to-natural-grass-at-m-t-bank-stadium-16430494


Baltimore Sun
Ravens president Dick Cass said Friday in an interview with The 

Baltimore Sun that the organization has decided to make the change 
before the start of the 2016 season. The Ravens haven't played their 

home games on natural grass since 2002, when issues with 
maintaining a quality field prompted a switch to turf.

"I don't think the injuries we've experienced this year or in prior years 
are related to the type of [surface]," Cass said. "

Cass didn't disclose financial details, but confirmed that switching to a grass 
field will be a bigger monetary commitment for the organization. There will 
be more maintenance required and the field will need to be resodded every 

season and possibly a couple of times each year.

https://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/ravens/bal-ravens-switching-to-grass-field-20151204-story.html


Baltimore Sun

The San Francisco 49ers' new grass field at Levi's Stadium has come 
under scrutiny and Ravens kicker Justin Tucker sunk in a divot while 

kicking there earlier this season.

https://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/ravens/bal-ravens-switching-to-grass-field-20151204-story.html


• As you can see…..maintaining grass isn’t cheap or easy.  
• Requires a full time maintenance crew and a significant financial 

committment.
• I don’t believe we are able to commit to re-sodding the field 2-3 

times per year.
• In addition, NFL teams don’t use their game fields for practice, just 

games, 8 games per year plus two pre-season games.  
• So, we need to compare Apples to Apples.  You can not use 

reference the Baltimore Ravens as an example of what can work 
when it is clear we are not talking about the same money that is 
available to maintaining grass fiels.



• The school does annual seeding, fertilizing and aerating 2-3 times per year, as per the 
school building and grounds director.  
• The wrench in the system is the time of year when maintenance can be done.  The 

field are in use during the months of September, October and November, and again at 
the End of March, April, May and June.  These are the prime growing seasons.  We 
can not do annual maintenance during this time because the students are using the 
fields.
• With one synthetic turf field we can rotate resting certain grass fields to keep them 

healthy.  Without a turf field our stadium field will return to looking like this after 1 
full year of games.



Questions One Should Ask?
• If overuse was not the reason high schools, colleges and professional 

teams are going to synthetic surfaces then what is the reason?  
• Good grass fields are not possible at high schools because high school 

stadiums are over used, not under maintained.  They play multiple sports on 
one field due to space limitations.  This is how our field is used.  It was 
designed for one sport, football, some 50+ years ago but now, with the  
addition of soccer and lacrosse, several teams use this field for games.

• Why settle for a mediocre grass field when you can have a high quality field 
that is easier to maintain? 

• Has any overwhelming proof been presented to you that this surface 
is dangerous to the children or the enviornment?
• Toxicolgy has shown that there is nothing in the engineering of the carpet, 

infill or padding that will leach into the surrounding enviornment.  Your hired 
consultants have said that this field is safe. 

• Injury studies have shown that there is not definitive proof that injuries are 
greater on turf.  In actuality, most studies are comparing perfectly maintained 
college fields to turf and not seeing any difference in injury rates and many of 
the studies have shown rates go down on turf because of the consistancy of 
the surface.






