
Re: 26 Daggett Ave., Vineyard Haven

Hello Alex,

I hope you have been able to take advantage of the warm (hot) days on the Vineyard this summer.  We went to 26 Daggett
with our engineer on one of the hot days.  The house had been closed up since our prior trip over.  It was quite warm inside! 
We left a few windows cracked this time as we left - and greatly enjoyed the ferry ride!  

I have addressed (I hope) the unanswered questions required by the MVC (below).  #8 does not pertain, as we get over from
time to time to check on the house.  I also have a camera system set up for monitoring.  

Please find attached:
    Existing floorplans, and pictures of elevations.
    Structural Inspection Memo
    Statement of Need for Demolition

I wrote the Statement of Need for Demolition, and included pictures to help explain.

Please let me know how to proceed from here.

Thank you!

Jamie

Jamie Atkins
71 Sandy Pond Road
Lincoln, MA 01773
617-633-2939

-----Original Message----- 
From: Alex Elvin <elvin@mvcommission.org> 
To: jatkins <jjajna@aol.com> 
Sent: Thu, Jun 23, 2022 10:08 am 
Subject: Re: 26 Daggett Ave., Vineyard Haven 

Hi Jamie,  

Sorry again for the delay, we are pretty well buried in applications at the moment. Your email addresses some of the
information that we will need in order to schedule the first meetings, but we do still need the following, in line with our usual
procedures:  

1. History of any renova�ons, addi�ons, reloca�ons, or other significant work on the building since its original
construc�on. 

2. Current floorplans and eleva�ons delinea�ng the original por�on of the structure. 
3. Photographs or drawings showing the original building and its development over �me.

jatkins <jjajna@aol.com>
Wed 8/3/2022 3:41 PM

To:Alex Elvin <elvin@mvcommission.org>;

 3 attachments

Marthas Vinyard - Structural Inspection Memo (1).docx; Statement for Demolition.docx; 26_Daggatt_Existing 8.1 (1).pdf;



4. Delinea�on and descrip�on of features that are unique to the structure, representa�ve of the architectural
style of the building, or that may be considered historically significant. 

5. Descrip�on of any historically significant events or people associated with the building, with any suppor�ng
documenta�on.

6. Structural report describing the building's current condi�on. 
7. Narra�ve statement explaining why demoli�on is necessary, including a descrip�on of any alterna�ves that

were pursued, with accompanying documenta�on. 
8. If the house is vacant, documenta�on as to efforts taken by the current owner to secure the house from

deteriora�on. 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  

Thanks, 

Alex 

Alex Elvin
Development of Regional Impact (DRI) Coordinator 
Martha's Vineyard Commission
The Olde Stone Building
33 New York Avenue
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557
(774) 563-5363

From: jatkins <jjajna@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 10, 2022 9:57 AM 
To: Alex Elvin
Subject: Re: 26 Dagge� Ave., Vineyard Haven
 
Hello Alex,

As a brief introduction:
    - My daughter and I renovate and restore houses in the Belmont area of Boston.  We bring 'Grandma's house' into the 21
century, making it ready for another 100 years, while maintaining key architectural features of the house.  Our company is
HER Homes, LLC. 
    - My husband and I bought and renovated a house in Chilmark about 10 years ago:  80 State Road - approx. 1600 SF.  I
love the quiet of Chilmark, but the family wasn't as enamored.  We sold that house just before the pandemic, and have been
watching Vineyard Haven for another family house.  26 Daggett Ave caught our eye as a renovation/restoration project. 

When Hannah and I (and my husband) viewed 26 Daggett Ave with the realtor, we realized that this would (should) be our
first 'tear down'.  The vast majority of the house sits on crawlspace and is leaning into the ground in various directions.  The
second floor primary bedroom and first floor living room both appear to have had structural walls removed that separated
each space into two rooms.  The second floor bathroom contains a bathtub and toilet, with the sink on a far wall of one of the
bedrooms. Two beams, one at the first to second floor stairwell and one at the deck stair, are at a height of about 5 feet.  While
the list goes on, it is the sinking and disintegrating crawl space footings and sill that pose the largest problem.  The house would
need to be raised and a new foundation poured to save the structure, but then, unfortunately, the second floor would require
raising to allow for full head height at the stairwells. 

The house at 26 Daggett Ave is historic in date only.  Town records list it as being built in 1900.  No additions appear to have
been added, but it has been: 
    - Updated to include a 'new' kitchen layout and appliances.  A bay window that appears to have been added at that time is
literally falling off the house.
    - Updated to include a 'new' full bath on the first floor.  The bath is in poor condition.
    - Weatherization was permitted in 2015.  It appears that all windows are replacement windows.  Insulation was blown into the
attic.

The property at 26 Daggett Ave was part of a larger parcel owned by the same family for many years, the Rabbitt family.  There
is no historical significance to the house.  The house has a long driveway entered from Daggett Ave, but is land locked.  It is not
visible from either Daggett Ave or Main Street.  It is visible from Locust Lane due to a family parcel of land that currently has no
house structure.



Is it possible to meet you at 26 Daggett to give you a look?  We could take necessary photos at that time.  We are not often at
the Vineyard, but would definitely go over for a day to meet up!

Thank you for your assistance!

Jamie  

Jamie Atkins
71 Sandy Pond Road
Lincoln, MA 01773
617-633-2939

-----Original Message----- 
From: Alex Elvin <elvin@mvcommission.org> 
To: jatkins <jjajna@aol.com> 
Sent: Tue, May 31, 2022 5:00 pm 
Subject: Re: 26 Daggett Ave., Vineyard Haven 

Hi Jamie,  

Sorry for the delay, I just returned from vacation. We have received the referral, but no other application materials so far. The
project was referred as a concurrence review, which means the MVC needs to determine whether to review it as
Development of Regional Impact (DRI), which would include a public hearing, or send it back to the town for regular
permitting. 

At this stage, the commission is only concerned with the historical significance of the existing house, not the replacement,
although if the commission accepts the referral as a DRI, then it would also consider the replacement. I'm attaching the MVC
Preservation Policy here, which outlines the process in more detail.  

In general, we will need the following information to get started with the review:  

1. History of any renovations, additions, relocations, or other significant work on the building since its original
construction. 

2. Current floorplans and elevations delineating the original portion of the structure. 
3. Photographs or drawings showing the original building and its development over time.
4. Delineation and description of features that are unique to the structure, representative of the architectural style of the

building, or that may be considered historically significant. 
5. Description of any historically significant events or people associated with the building, with any supporting

documentation.
6. Structural report describing the building's current condition. 
7. Narrative statement explaining why demolition is necessary, including a description of any alternatives that were

pursued, with accompanying documentation. 
8. If the house is vacant, documentation as to efforts taken by the current owner to secure the house from deterioration.

The next step will be to set up an MVC staff-applicant meeting to review the application materials. Once the application is
complete, we will schedule a meeting of the Land Use Planning Committee (LUPC), and then the full commission to
determine whether DRI review is required. I'm happy to discuss any of this in more detail.  

Thanks, 

Alex 

Alex Elvin
Development of Regional Impact (DRI) Coordinator 
Martha's Vineyard Commission
The Olde Stone Building
33 New York Avenue
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557
(774) 563-5363



From: jatkins <jjajna@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 4:19 PM 
To: Alex Elvin
Subject: Fwd: 26 Dagge� Ave., Vineyard Haven
 

Hello,

I spoke with Lucy a couple of weeks ago regarding my demo request with the Town of Tisbury (applied for on March 31) for
26 Daggett Ave.  Your commission had not received the request from Ross Seavey.  I am hoping that the request has made
its way to Alex's desk?  Please let me know if you received it - I believe Alex was on vacation recently and Lucy on a medical
leave.  I hope all is well.

Thank you,
  
Jamie Atkins
71 Sandy Pond Road
Lincoln, MA 01773
617-633-2939


