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EDGARTOWN'S HOUSING FUTURE
A SHRINKING WORKING AGE 

POPULATION WITH GROWTH OF 
OLDER ADULTS BY 2035 

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  
UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections
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EDGARTOWN HAS THE SECOND 
LARGEST YEAR-ROUND 

POPULATION ON THE ISLAND

26% of the year-round population 
of Martha’s Vineyard (4,186 residents)
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e year-round population: 16,814
Despite modest projected overall 
year-round population growth, 

Edgartown’s older adult 
population (age 65+) is expected 
to grow from about 18% of total 
year-round population in 2014 to 

about 28% in 2035.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

OVERALL, MEDIAN INCOME OF YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS LOWER THAN COUNTY-WIDE

Year-round older-adult households tend to have 
higher incomes in Edgartown than county-wide.
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

EDGARTOWN’S POPULATION MAY 
INCREASE SLIGHTLY

Edgartown: 2% increase
Island-wide: 12% increase

Edgartown’s year-round population is expected 
to increase from 4,067 in 2010 to 4,164 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

EDGARTOWN 2000 2014

2.35 2.99
1,582 1,397Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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Edgartown community members envision that in 2027 the community will still be known 
for its friendly charm, quaint shops, beautiful historic homes, and water views. A diversity 
of new housing types, mostly smaller in scale, will provide more choice for families, young 
Islanders returning home, seasonal workers, and seniors. Increased tax revenue ear-
marked for affordable housing will enable the creation of additional rental and ownership 
units for low/moderate-income residents. While new development and the conversion of 
seasonal homes to year-round units will gently increased the town’s density, the unique 
feel of this historic town will continue to shine. 

Edgartown's housing stock will provide more 
year-round housing choice than it does now 
including cohousing, townhouses, duplexes, 
guest houses, tiny/micro house communities, 
condominiums, and multi-family apartments. 
These diverse and more-affordable housing 
options will help retain year-round workers 
and young families, including moderate-in-
come households, and will provide options 
for seniors to stay in the community as they 
age. In addition, the development of a se-
nior-living facility that provides independent 
and assited living options will be a welcome 
addition to the communty's housing choice 
to support an aging population.

CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014
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*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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New residential development will have a mix of affordable year-round rental and ownership hous-
ing and will be attractively designed with sensitivity to the historic, small-town character of the com-
munity.  The community will work together to help encourage these developments on key larger 
and smaller infill properties primarily through zoning updates, tax incentives, and expanded local/
regional funding sources.

In addition, dormitory/barrack-style housing and rooming/boarding houses will provide temporary 
homes for seasonal workers - this will free more of the existing housing stock for year-round rental 
occupancy, which will help reduce housing insecurity, limit the seasonal shuffle, and strengthen the 
community's economic and social health. 
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