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August 22, 2008 
 
Dear Members of the MV Commission 
 
I am by no means an expert on affordable housing.  However, since the recent appearance 
of several affordable housing developments in Edgartown, where I am a permanent 
resident, I have realized that I need to pay closer attention to how decisions are being 
made when prospective land developers use the lure of affordable housing units as an 
incentive to communities in order to help ensure that their building projects can move 
forward and come to fruition.   
 
I place the highest confidence in the Martha’s Vineyard Commission to do their utmost to 
ask the right questions, find out the answers and help mediate solutions to the many 
projects that come under their scope.  I am not sure what other procedures are in place on 
the island for project review and feedback.  There seem to be many organizations 
working in the affordable housing arena as well as town committees doing the same. 
 
With respect to the upcoming review of The Field Club, I am imploring you, as 
commission members, to be sure that the Field Club meets all the guidelines set by the 
MVC.    I also urge you to ask that the Town of Edgartown and the developer explore all  
possible ways of building on the property in question, such as creating multiple 
condominium units similar to the Fairways. 
 
It is my belief that not all projects are able to accommodate affordable housing 
components.  I, for one, would not be happy living on top of the Field Club, even if I 
were just an abutter.  If it is deemed that the Field Club Development is not appropriate 
for affordable housing I think that we should look back and answer the question of how 
the deal was made to incorporate an affordable housing component.  Then we must find 
out the true worth of the three parcels in question and make sure that the Town of 
Edgartown is getting the market value price from the developer in order to be sure 
Edgartown will have enough funds to build units elsewhere in the town.  
 
I have gotten in touch with a member of the Edgartown Affordable Housing Committee 
and offered to serve on the committee.  I have made a long term financial commitment to 
Island Affordable Housing.  Please let me know how I might help to build an orderly 
island wide review process to help make certain that we don’t have a repetition of the 
Field Club situation in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rhonda Cohen 


