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Dear Ms. Morrison, 
  
Please accept the following as written testimony in relation to the consideration of the New 
England 1 Connector as a Development of Regional Interest at the Commission’s July 14 
meeting. 

Unless superseded by nuclear war, climate change is the most important issue of our times 
impacting the future of our civilization. Rising temperatures and their consequences present a 
formidable challenge to our way of life and to the life of our children. We are already far behind 
our target for intervention, and we can already see the signs that predict the future in rising sea 
levels, particularly associated with strong storm surges here on the Vineyard. It may not be long 
before the levels of storm surges become those of our high tides. 
  
It is important that we all work on local measures at the Island-wide, community, institutional 
and individual domestic levels to reduce our contributions and mitigate the effects of climate 
change by the transition from fossil fuels (the main cause of global warming), to renewable, 
non-carbon-emitting energy sources. However important these are, they will not be enough, 
and we must also integrate larger scale renewable energy sources. The New England Wind 1 
Connector that is being considered by the Commission is a component of one of these larger 
scale projects. I lack expertise to judge the technical issues and impacts regarding the cable 
installation, but if they are similar to the previously-approved Vineyard Wind 1 Connector that 
is currently being installed, then I assume these have already been vetted. This is then an 
important and necessary step in delivering the energy from the offshore wind installation to 
Massachusetts. 
  
Indeed, these are not optional strategies but essential pieces in our multimodal approach to the 
transition away from Fossil fuels as a key part of our effort to slow and eventually stabilize 
global temperatures. This is one part of our contribution to a global problem. It also benefits 
our state in important other ways as we reduce pollution and its attendant negative health and 
environmental consequences. This also is consonant with the community goals of transition to 
100% renewables in heating, transportation and electricity by 2040. 
  
I urge the Commission to approve this project. Martha’s Vineyard cannot blunt global warming 
alone, but it can join others in doing our part and we can show that it can be done. 
  
I urge the Commission to approve this project. 
  
Richard W Price, M.D. 
 


