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Martha's Vineyard Commission     
DRI 725 – Vineyard Wind Hangar 
MVC Staff Report – 2022-6-23 

  
1. DESCRIPTION 
1.1 Owner: Dukes County (Martha’s Vineyard Airport) 
1.2 Applicant and leaseholder: Vineyard Wind 1 LLC (Sarah Schweitzer) 
1.3 Project Location: 17 Hangar Road North (Parcel 28-1-5), West Tisbury (Martha’s Vineyard Airport; 

0.441 acres) 
1.4 Proposal: Replacement of a hangar built in 1973 with a new hangar.  
1.5 Zoning: Light Industrial (LI2) 
1.6 Local Permits: Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission, building permit, planning board 
1.7 Surrounding Land Uses: Martha’s Vineyard Airport, including other aviation hangars.  

 
1.8 Project History: The existing sheet metal hangar was constructed in 1973 on the site of a previous 

hangar used during World War II, and in recent years has been used for the storage of airport 
equipment and other material. The new hangar will provide helicopter support to the Vineyard 
Wind offshore wind development about 23 miles south of the Island. Martha’s Vineyard Airport 
was chosen for the facility due to is proximity to the windfarm. 

 
1.9 Project Summary: The proposal is to demolish the existing 8,058 ft2 metal hangar and build a new 

9,014 ft2 metal hangar in its place, including a new foundation, parking area, and fencing. The new 
hangar would be used by Vineyard Wind and its contractors, and include space for a helicopter, as 
well as storage space, staff areas, a locker room, and restrooms. The facility is intended to serve 
the 30-year operational life of the Vineyard Wind development south of the Island.  
 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 
2.1 DRI Referral: Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission, March 24, 2022 
2.2 DRI Trigger: 3.1b (3,500+ ft2 commercial development), 7.1a (Facility for transportation to or from 

the Island) 
2.3 LUPC: June 27, 2022 
2.4 Public Hearing: Not yet scheduled 

 
3. PLANNING CONCERNS 
3.1 Traffic and transportation 

The project will provide year-round helicopter support for the Vineyard Wind development located 
about 23 miles south of the Island. According to the applicant, “Helicopters can be used when 
rough seas and weather limit or preclude the use of other means of access offshore as well as for 
fast response visual inspections and repair activities, as needed. . . . The Martha’s Vineyard Airport 
has been identified as an ideal location for helicopter support as it is closest to the Lease Area.” 
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“The helicopter crew and offshore wind technicians will utilize the proposed hangar facility when 
required for flight planning, safety trainings, helicopter maintenance, and as a standby area while 
waiting to be shuttled offshore to the Project.” 
 
According to traffic projections submitted as part of DRI 81-M3 (Vineyard Wind Maintenance 
Building) in Tisbury, ground deliveries would run from the maintenance building to the hangar 
about 65 days in winter and 126 days in season (180 days total), with up to 12 trips per day in each 
case, for an average of about 13 trips per day during the 180 days.   
 
Plans call for 18 parking spaces behind the hangar. The applicant has stated that the existing 
hangar had at one time had about 20 private parking spaces. 
 

3.2 Energy / climate change resilience 
The project will facilitate regular helicopter trips to and from the Vineyard Wind development 
south of the Island, which will supply 800 MW of renewable energy to the ISO New England Grid 
and is estimated to reduce CO2 emissions by about 1.6 million tons per year.  
 
The applicant has stated that the proposed hangar will have a metal roof that can support solar 
panels. Various other green energy goals have also been proposed, pending input from the MVC. 
 

3.3 Noise 
The helicopter will operate year-round as needed and depending on weather, with scheduled and 
unscheduled trips to the windfarm. The airport has stated that it cannot dictate flight patterns, but 
is currently applying for federal funds to review the impacts of aviation activities on the Island, 
including flight schedules and patterns, and determine if mitigation is necessary. That review will 
likely take place over several years. The projected flight paths of the helicopter over the Island 
have not been determined, and the frequency and times of day have not been provided. 
Specifications about the type of helicopter to be used have also not been provided. The facility is 
intended to serve the 30-year operational life of the windfarm. 
 

3.4 Housing and economic development 
The applicant has stated that all of the onshore technician jobs associated with the hangar have 
already been accounted for as part of the Vineyard Wind maintenance building project in Tisbury 
(currently under review as DRI 81-M3). Jobs associated only with the hangar would include five 
helicopter crew members, including pilots and maintenance crew.  
 

3.5 Water quality 
Some regulated hazardous materials will be stored onsite, including liquid petroleum gas. To 
comply with airport regulations, all material stored onsite must be for aviation purposes.  
 
The applicant has stated that the fire suppression system for the hangar would not involve fire 
fighting foam, which contains PFAS and has caused groundwater contamination at the airport.   
 
The project will be connected to the airport’s wastewater treatment facility.  
 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/MVC%20Traffic%20Excel_EXT_DRI81_M3.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Hangar%20DRI%20-%20Narrative_04132022.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ECONOMIC%20NARRATIVE_03242022_FINAL.pdf
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3.6 Stormwater 
The applicant has stated that 100% of the site would remain impervious, with some minor 
landscaping. A drainage plan has not been provided.  

 
3.7 Material usage 

The current hangar (including an office area, breakroom, and bathroom) is considered to be in 
poor condition, and there are no plans to salvage any of the existing materials. 
 

3.8 Safety  
The applicant has stated that the existing hangar has no fire suppression system, and the proposed 
hangar will have sprinklers. Flight safety procedures, including training for anyone boarding the 
helicopter, will be implemented onsite. (Actual flight training would occur offsite.)  

 
3.9 Character and identity 

The new hangar will replace an existing hangar similar in size and appearance, with metal framing 
and exterior. The new hangar would be 27’3” at the ridge, which is about four feet higher than the 
existing hangar, but not higher than the recently constructed fire station at the airport. Existing 
and proposed elevations have been provided.  

 
3.10 Landscape 

The applicant has stated that landscaping would include grass and shrubs and comply with airport 
guidelines. A landscape plan has not been provided.  
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