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I’ve received your note about the project to improve and hopefully winterize the building 
housing the Red Cat Kitchen and wanted to offer some what I believe to be relevant 
opinions. 
  
Background 
My wife and I have been full time Oak Bluffs residents, voters and taxpayers since 
1999. I’ve been a summer resident since 1955 when my parents acquired our family 
home on Pequot avenue, built in 1872, that we had historically restored by a local 
company. 
  
I was a member of the Oak Bluffs Historic Commission 
[https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2003/03/21/oak-bluffs-presses-historic-district-
protect-architectural-heritage] that, following a unanimous vote at Annual Town Meeting 
in 2003 established the Cottage City Historic District [Vineyard Gazette, April 11, 2003, 
Chris Burrell, Oak Bluffs Voters Embrace Historic District] 
  
From June 2012 to June 2017 I wrote the Vineyard Gazette’s Town of Oak Bluffs 
column that centered around the Town’s historical legacies. Last year the History Press 
published my book, Historic Tales of Oak 
Bluffs [https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467143974] that has been 
widely read and well reviewed. 
  
Relevance 
“Four of the Vineyard’s six incorporated towns – Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury, and 
West Tisbury – have officially recognized historic districts, largely in downtown areas 
that saw their development heydays in the nineteenth century. The authority of these 
districts goes deep: all were voted into being by their town electorates, sanctioned by 
the attorney general of the commonwealth, and date-stamped into perpetuity at the 
Dukes County Registry of Deeds. Like more than a hundred other local historic districts 
in the state, they’re endorsed and guided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
which is inspired in turn by the preservation aims of the National Park 
Service.” [http://www.mvmagazine.com/news/2016/03/01/all-pretty-little-houses] 
  
Voters, having established the Cottage City Historic District, were equally determined 
that there was no need to expand the District 
[https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2005/01/20/voters-cottage-city-say-no-historic-
district-expansion] and in this instance, Kennebec Avenue was not then included in the 
historic district despite its adjacency. Our thinking then was that Oak Bluffs’ business 
district was crucial to the economic health of the town and that there was an existing 
model where, Circuit avenue was adjacent to the Martha’s Vineyard Camp Meeting 
Association’s Campground that was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 
1979. [https://vineyardgazette.com/news/1979/02/09/oak-bluffs-camp-ground-makes-
register]. 
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For these reasons I do not believe there is a useful argument that 14 Kennebec would 
or should be within any historic purview by the Martha’s Vineyard Commission and/or 
other entities. 
  
That notwithstanding, for those with an historical appreciation of Oak Bluffs it is 
exceedingly positive news that Sullivan + Associates Architects was selected for this 
project. Along with being a neighbor with it’s historically appealing offices just up the 
street on Narragansett avenue, the Sullivan firm designed the Michael Lehr family home 
at 35 Narragansett avenue, widely believed to have been the first new – and 
architecturally significant – home built in the Cottage City Historic District since the late 
1800’s. [https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2017/01/11/oak-bluffs-town-column-jan-13] 
  
With the architect’s demonstrated past as prologue 
[http://mvmagazine.com/news/2018/11/01/what%E2%80%99s-new-old] I believe the 
owners choice is reflective of the stewardship they propose for their project. 
  
Finally 
I would be disingenuous not to share that, while having retired to a new writing 
profession, I have had an extensive financial background as a broadcasting executive 
and a substantial amount of economic expertise resulting from my work at a local 
company. From the available information the Menetomy Project appears a well thought 
out business plan whose scale would allow consumers like me and my family to enjoy 
the Red Cat Kitchen year round. 
  
For these reasons I wish you the best of luck and hope you are successful in wending 
your way through this regulatory morass. 
  
Cordially, 
  
 
Skip Finley 
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