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Dear Mr. Turner and the Martha's Vineyard Commission: 
 
My name is Maggie Swift and I was a resident of Martha's Vineyard for almost five years. I 
lived at 14 Kennebec Ave year-round for two of the most precious years of my life and 
inevitably became apart of the Red Cat Family as a server. I currently work with architects, 
builders and developers in the tourism markets of the Rocky Mountain West including 
Aspen, Vail, Jackson Hole, Breckenridge and Sun Valley so I am well-versed in the local 
community's dance between history, tradition and progression.  
 
One of the largest problems shared by the ski towns of the West and our cherished island is 
the unsustainable economy and the housing market. All economies need tourists in order to 
live and survive year-round. Additionally, all economies need plans in place to make up for 
the lack of revenue and lack of jobs during the off-season. Then during the high season, 
there's yet another thing lacking: affordable and livable housing.  
 
14 Kennebec Ave. was our charming, musty seaside home but during hurricane season and 
the winter months, we struggled with the constant holes in the roof and the freezing cold 
temperatures. The entire apartment also leans to one side so much so that every guest to 
walk through it would remark on the odd sensation when standing in our kitchen.  After we 
left, the landlords could not rent it through the winter months to anyone else and the 
apartment went from home to just another unused, run-down structure. 
 
I am sure many of you are aware of the Red Cat Kitchen's ability to generate business year-
round. They were the first restaurant I had ever worked at where the money was still flowing 
through October and all of us joyfully worked as long as we could. But the fall months were 
utterly difficult to do business in with a building so shoddily pieced together in the 1980's. 
The number of tables shrunk as the temperatures went down because we could no longer 
seat people on the porch. This not only affects overall revenue but it affects the need for 
employees as we had to send servers home to accommodate for the lack of tables. By winter, 
ownership was forced to shut its doors simply due to weather, not due to lack of business or 
demand.  
 
The lack of storage at the Red Cat Kitchen is also problematic to the community and Oak 
Bluffs. With massive food distribution trucks coming through on a daily basis, Kennebec 
Ave. is even more backed up then it needed to be. Ferries are filled with these trucks too, 
and by increasing Red Cat storage, it would be one less truck at one less time during the 
week congesting the roads and ferries.  
 
Mr. Turner, you and the MV Commission have a responsibility to support the island 
economy just as much as the responsibility to support its deep history. But history cannot be 
honored and enjoyed if there is no community surrounding it and if there is an inherent 
problem to effectiveness of the structure.  
 
I had to leave the beautiful island of MV because of its lack of year-round community, 
restaurants, stores, and business.  I am one of hundreds of thousands of people who had to 
leave because of the lack of year-round opportunity. The Red Cat Kitchen provides not only 



a family to join as a worker on Martha's Vineyard, they truly provide value as a community 
member and Oak Bluffs business owner. Without due research, I'd like to hypothesize that 
Ben DeForest and Sarah Omer spend more money on supporting local fisherman, local 
farmers and other island business owners than any other Oak Bluffs business. That 
reverence for local business alone speaks volumes to the type of business owners they are 
and how important lifting up those around them is. 
 
The MV Commission needs to work towards an economy that makes Martha's Vineyard a 
viable place for young people to thrive. No island resident should fear raising a family on the 
island for lack of work or housing. No island resident should have to pack up and move so 
they have business and growth opportunities.  There needs to be a plan in place for 
progression and supporting the Menotomy Building project would be a step in the right 
direction. After all, the project would increase the number of year-round job opportunities, 
increase the number of livable apartments for residents, and strengthen other island 
businesses that the Red Cat Kitchen supports in so many ways. 
 
Thank you for your time and see you next summer. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Maggie Swift 
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Maggie Swift 
Denver, CO 
315-430-4609 


