
Dear members of the MVC, 


This letter is in support of the proposed Menetomy Project in Oak Bluffs by property owners 
Brian Packish and Gary Jones. As a year round resident and frequent patron of the Red Cat 
Kitchen, I urge you to approve this project without reservation. 


The Red Cat Kitchen is an Island staple for visitors and locals alike. The restaurant primarily 
employs the same year-round residents year after year, and those employees are active 
members of our Island community and economy. Many employees own property on the Island 
or have secured housing through long-term, stable rentals. Allowing this project to move 
forward would allow the Red Cat to remain open longer throughout the year, which would bring 
a (desperately needed) greater variety of dining options to the Island during the off-season and 
create more consistent earning potential for these employees year-round. 


The Red Cat is not currently accessible to those with disabilities. The bathrooms are 
inadequate, access to the building is limited and wheelchair access is almost impossible. A 
new building would provide that many more patrons of limited mobility would be able to dine at 
this establishment. 


A new building would provide substantial basement storage which would alleviate daily delivery 
congestion on Kenenbeck Ave. To my knowledge, the only restaurant in Oak Bluffs with a full 
commercial basement is Beetlebung. Traffic in OB is a huge issue. Any effort to reduce the 
traffic intensity would be welcome.


It is clear that the only way for this project to be economically viable is if the new property 
owners are able to recoup their investment. Since the Red Cat will not increase the number of 
seats it currently has, increasing their rent substantially is unsustainable for restaurant owners 
Ben DeForrest and Sarah Omer. The building owners plan to include “four market” rate 
apartments, which are necessary to make this project financially viable. Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Packish understand that they will need to make a contribution to affordable housing. However, 
new formulas adopted by the Commission in July 2019 make that number considerably higher 
than in the past, and have the potential to undermine the project before it even starts.


Any positive investment on Island should be encouraged. Placing financial restraints on 
projects like this will only discourage future investment, raise prices and hurt our community as 
a whole. 


I thank you for your time and consideration to this project.


Best regards, 


Jessica Tartell

660 Franklin Street

Vineyard Haven, MA 02568


