
To the Commission 
 
When I first heard of the sale of the Red Cat building I got nervous that another island 
establishment would have to close its doors due to development. But after talking to the owners 
of the restaurant and hearing their relief and hope for their futures I feel so happy for them that 
someone is offering to work with them to secure their establishment. 
I’ve seen the plans for the new building and have spoken to Brian Packish about the plans he and 
his partner have for the building and desire to see the Red Cat succeed, and I really think it will 
be so beneficial to everyone. He really knows what he’s doing, and has a clear vision, and the 
energy and enthusiasm to undertake this project and do it well and on schedule. It’s really 
refreshing to see someone who wants to invest in the Oak Bluffs and Island community when we 
all know they could do something else with the real estate that could make them a lot more 
money. I’m very familiar with doing business on the Vineyard and the regulatory process and 
how sometimes regulations and requirements can feel really unclear and unfair, I’m also familiar 
with how proposed changes can turn into strong divisions in the court of public opinion because 
people get scared of change. I hope that this project is allowed to proceed without too much red-
tape because I’ve seen how red-tape can destroy a project and take peoples sense of community 
along with it. It’s clear that something needs to change- that building is a total dump and is 
falling down. I think it’s in everyone’s best interest to make sure the changes there happen in a 
responsible way that preserves a really great restaurant.  
 
 
As the owner and operator of an island restaurant for the last twenty years, I am very familiar 
with the difficulties faced by aging facilities, and with the ongoing struggles of doing business in 
such a seasonal economy. To have someone come along and invest in you, your life’s work, and 
your dreams because they really feel your value as an asset to your community is so meaningful. 
And that positive energy and momentum translates through your staff, through your food, 
through your guests, and into your involvement in the community.  Sarah and Ben are very lucky 
to have this opportunity to stabilize their business and their futures, and Oak Bluffs is very lucky 
to have this wonderful restaurant in its downtown- it has not only become a staple of island 
dining, but has also helped to elevate the food scene in OB and on the island as a whole. I’m 
confident that having a new building will continue that trend and will ultimately benefit all of us 
involved in the island food scene. Oak Bluffs is also very lucky that people are willing to invest 
in the preservation of community and to elevate the aesthetics to better align with that goal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gina Stanley 
Chef/Owner Art Cliff Diner 
Vineyard Haven 
 
 
 
 


