
From: K Smith
To: Adam Turner; Lucy Morrison
Cc: Neil Smith; Kathleen Katterhagen
Subject: 29 Mill House Way, Tisbury
Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 10:16:15 AM

Dear Mr. Turner and Ms. Morrison,

We are not sure we will be able to attend the Public Hearing on Thursday August 22nd that we received a
notification for, so we thought we would write to you instead.  We are the owners of the property at 42 Crocker
Avenue in Vineyard Haven, which abuts the entire south side of the Mill House property.   Technically we are
probably the largest abutter of this property or at least on par with the neighbors to the north.

We have reviewed Patrick Ahearn’s architectural designs for the property and we are in complete support of the
plans.  We feel the plans are very much in keeping with the historical appearance of the house and are also in
keeping with the general style of the homes within the Vineyard Haven harbor.  These homes, especially the inner
harbor homes, are visible from the ferry/ water and Patrick has designed several inner harbor Vineyard Haven
homes, including ours and at least two other homes on Main Street.  He has great respect for bringing the look and
feel of the past into the present with amenities for modern living.  In reviewing the view from the water of the plans
of the new structure versus pictures of the old structure, we have concluded that they are quite similar and once the
shingles age we suspect the homes will look nearly identical in nature as Patrick has intended.

Many people have not wanted to take on the financial burden of a project of a larger inner harbor home that has
fallen into disrepair and abandonment, and this has been the case with 29 Mill House.  This home has remained
unoccupied the entire time we have owned our home (since 2013).  It has been both disconcerting and sad to see this
property with so much potential, abandoned, empty and becoming more and more dilapidated all of these years and
we are delighted to have a new neighbor who is dedicated to honoring the past, and hiring respected architects and
builders to bring this property back to life in a respectful manner.  We look forward to the day when we actually see
a family next door enjoying this property and maintaining it in the manner that a home of this nature was meant to
be.

Please feel free to contact us if you have any further questions.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Kathleen Katterhagen and Neil Smith
42 Crocker Avenue
Vineyard Haven, MA
(781) 264-1684
kathleenkatterhagen@gmail.com
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