
March 1, 2017

Mr. Jim Vercruysse, Chairman
Mr. Rob Doyle, Vice Chairman
M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d C o m m i s s i o n S e n t v i a F e d E x & F a c s i m i l e
The Stone Building
33 New York Avenue
Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts 02557

Re: Development of Regional Impact (DRl #672) Damroth Subdivision

Dear Messrs.' Vercruysse and Doyle,

Thank you for providing notice of your public hearing scheduled for this
Thursday, March 9,2017. As homeowners in the existing Damroth subdivision, we
appreciate the opportunity to submit comment prior to the hearing. My husband
and I have spent collectively more than 20 years visiting - and loving - Martha's
Vineyard. In 2004 we purchased our home at 5 Oyster Lane, Chilmark, in the
original Damroth subdivision of 1987.

We heartily support the 1987 decisions of the Chilmark Planning Board,
which mandated creation of an affordable housing lot in our community when the
CPB approved the original five-lot subdivision. Nevertheless, we appreciate an
opportunity to request that the Commission carefully consider our concerns about
residential density in a community that is ecologically unique, and which features
distinctive plant populations.

To paraphrase paleoecologist David R. Foster, who directs the 4,000 acre
Harvard Forest, "as we look to the future, both to anticipate as well as to manage the
land, we need to recognize that our new activities...are layered onto processes
initiated by prior generations and ancient events."'

Oyster Lane, which transects our property, provides the only access to the
newly proposed subdivision plots. As you no doubt noticed during your site visit,
this road winds through an old growth forest of white oak (sometimes designated as
the Quansoo oak), red oak, sassafras, beech and native pitch pines. According to Dr.
Foster, whose work is dedicated to understanding how landscapes change over long
stretches of time, because our area was an "old woodlot,"" many of the trees present
a "more wild character" and are a century old or more. Prior to the development of
the Damroth subdivision in 1987, our neighborhood of ancient woodlands had been
landlocked - having remained permanently wooded from the time of Henry
Whiting's mapping of the island in 1850."' In an email exchange with Dr. Foster, 1
learned that many of the ancient woods in the Quansoo area "had remained forest or
scrub-oak covered since before the time of European settlement.'''^
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As you plan and review the proposed changes to the 1987 plan, we ask that
you affirm the Chilmark Planning Board's 1987 decision that imposed the following
restrictions: only one guest house was to be allowed throughout the entire
subdivision - that being on Lot 5.^ Lot 5 was envisioned to have been able to be
subdivided into two lots, not three

A series of private covenants exist that were created by the Damroths but
never signed nor agreed to by the Chilmark Planning Board. These restrictive
covenants, on record at the Duke's County Registry of Deeds also outline that the
only lot able to have a guesthouse is Lot 5.

The current proposal certainly cuts up the land differently. Our concern
remains, however, with density. We understand the 1987 subdivision to envision a
youth lot Beyond that, there would be only one other lot with rights to a
guesthouse.

We also ask that consideration be given to requiring appropriate no cut
zones, setbacks, no build zones, screening and building envelopes for new
construction in the amended subdivision plan. That this type of planning has not
previously existed in the subdivision is made painfully obvious by the new home
presently under construction at 17 Oyster Lane - 100 feet from the porch of our
home, which was built by the Damroth family prior to our purchase in 2004.^" As
you can see from the enclosed drawing, the hew house has been placed as close as
possible to our home. Appropriate planning and building envelopes may have
prevented this.

Building envelopes also would provide helpful planning for structures,
residential density, natural habitats and forest preservation. As this is an area of
ancient woodlands, no cut zones and other delineated restrictions would protect
forestland, so-called "ancient ways" known as Magee's and Old Field's paths, and
limit views of structures from the roadways.

We are grateful for your careful consideration of our concerns. We also are
grateful for the care and concern that David Damroth - our neighbor and the builder
of our exquisite island home - has demonstrated over the years for the Oyster Lane
community. At the February 6,2017 meeting of the Martha's Vineyard Commission,
David confirmed the woodlot status of the land. We know he only wants the best for
the island and its communities. We share his dedication and ask only for planning to
protect this beautiful area should David at some time in the future no longer be the
steward over the lovely subdivision he created.

Henry David Thoreau observed that "our woodlots, of course have a history,
and we may often recover it for a hundred years back...yet if we attended more to
the history of our lots we should manage them more wisely."v"'
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We ask that the MVC take this review as a unique opportunity to preserve
another beautiful, distinctive and historic area on Martha's Vineyard.

Unfortunately, because one of us is scheduled for surgery on March 8, we are
unable to travel to the Vineyard for this important meeting. We submit this letter as
written testimony in absentia and in accordance with § 14 of Chapter 831 of the
Acts of the Commonwealth of 1977, as amended and Chapter 30A, § 2 of the General
Laws of the Commonwealth.

However, should you have any questions about our letter or our concerns,
we have asked that a representative be present from Sherman Associates, as well as
our attorney Candace A. Nichols Esq. Both firms have been providing advice,
counsel, caretaking and professional services to our family since 2004.

Thank you as we remain.

Sincerely yours.

Julie Johnson Staples Brent A. Staples

cc: All MVC Commissioners

Enc losu re

' Foster, David R. A Meeting of Land and Sea: Nature and the Future of Martha's
Vineyard, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2017,13.
«Ibid., 224.

Id., 294. http://www.mvl8S0.com/
Email with Dr. David R. Foster, February 6,2017.

^ See Chilmark Planning Board minutes of March 16, March 23, April 13 and May 11,
1 9 8 7 .

The Planning Board ruled that Lot 5 could be legally subdivided to provide a
buildable lot for a member of the Damroth family. However, if Lot 5 was sold to a
buyer outside the family, the youth lot was to have been provided on Lot 5.
V" Our design firm, Sherman Associates of Vineyard Haven, provided the attached
Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn, Inc. drawing to us. A representative from Sherman
Associates will be present at the MVC meeting on March 9.

Thoreau, Henry D., quoted in Foster's "A Meeting of Land and Sea: Nature and the
Future of Martha's Vineyard," 281.
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LAND LOCATED IN PREPARED FOR sRBirsjuuEiCTma
CASEF lLENa219REGISTRY OF DEEDS REFERENCES: PLAN_Ji£[!̂ L!̂  DEED

On the basis of my knowledge, information, and belief, I certify in-
1. The structure is located on the lot as shown above.

Toninn violotiOH of the setbock requirements of the^ning By-Law of the Town of Chilmork.
t h e 2 0 " ^ O S s h o w n o n4 . A d d i t e n a l S i t ™ ^ ' ' ' ® ™ P S -

BRENT & JiaiE J. STAPLES

purposes only, is based on minimal research and is
ThL Sinn a complete and accurate survey of the propertySSidaSds fSr thŜ Pmrtirp ST c® Procedural and Technicafoianaaras Tor the Practice of Lond Surveying in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for Mortgage Loan Inspections (250 OMR 6.05).

SCHOFIELD, BARBINI & HOEHN INC. ̂
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS k LAND SURVEYORS

3 3 ® ' S T A T E R O A D V .
VINEYARD HAVEN, MASS. 02568

TEL (508) 693-2781 FAX (508) 693-6055


