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Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
OLD STONE BUILDING • 33 NEW YORK AVENUE 

PO BOX 1447 • OAK BLUFFS, MA 02557 
PHONE: (508) 693-3453 • FAX: 508-693-7894 

INFO@MVCOMMISSION.ORG • WWW.MVCOMMISSION.ORG 

 
April 12, 2022 
 
Joe Grillo 
10 State Road 
Tisbury, MA 02568 
 
Re: MVC approval of DRI 622-M (10 State Road Modification) 
 
Dear Joe, 
 

I am writing to confirm that on Thursday, April 7, 2022, the Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
discussed the proposal to alter the existing vehicle access to the back parking lot at 10 State 
Road, including some minor regrading and the removal of trees, which triggered the DRI 
Checklist as a modification. The Commission voted that the proposal did not require a public 
hearing, and further voted to the approve the proposal as conditioned below. 

The proposal includes removing several trees along the eastern edge of the property, with 
the stumps ground to surface level; and minor regrading of that portion of the site, in order to 
enable vehicles to continue to access the back parking lot, which has been blocked off by the 
owner of 4 State Road as the result of an easement dispute. 

The following conditions were applied to the project:  

1. The Applicant shall comply with the Public Archaeology Lab (PAL) recommendations that 
were provided to the Commission on March 31, 2022, including no excavation deeper 
than four feet from the existing ground surface, and inviting a representative of the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) to 
monitor any ground-disturbing work.   

2. A recommendation from the THPO regarding the proposal shall be provided to the 
LUPC, and shall be subject to LUPC review and approval, prior to the commencement of 
any work onsite. 

3. A stormwater plan incorporating the proposed changes shall be submitted to the 
Commission prior to the commencement of any work onsite.  

4. If the new access ceases to be used in the future, the Applicant shall return to the LUPC 
with a landscaping plan for that portion of the site, and the landscaping plan shall be 
subject to LUPC review and approval.  
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The proposal as revised and provided to the Commission on March 22, 2022, as well as the 
PAL recommendations, are attached below.  

If you have any questions, or if there is anything we can help with, please let me know.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Alex Elvin 
DRI Coordinator 
 
cc: Jane Varkonda 
 Barbara Spain 
 Bettina Washington 



To: Alix Elvin 
 
From: Joseph Grillo 
Subject: Tree removal and construction of passage corridor between 10 State Rd. 
Front parking lot and Rear parking lot. 
 
The most important thing is that there will be no disturbance of any protected soil. The 
proposed driveway is already contoured sufficiently to serve as a workable driveway in the 
short term, and it can be installed without digging into protected areas. 
 
As you can see from this picture, the contour of the area is already at the appropriate level and 
does not need to be dug out: 
 

 
 
Removing the wooden barrier and putting hardener on top of the existing surface can work as 
a stopgap method. 
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The height on the sides is the same within an inch, and the access can be installed without digging the "protected area" (on the grassy side.)  All we would need to do is to remove the wooden barrier, and to add some extra fill on the Educomp side.
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The grass represents the "protected area."



The only exception is a small section which is already made out of fill (and not protected soil.)  
Specifically, one parking spot was created by adding fill and a stone wall: 

 
 
In order to make the new access, the stone wall would be removed, as would the 
accompanying fill.  However,  this will not disturb any protected soil, as it involves only the 
removal of fill. 
 
This passageway is intended to be temporary but will also be the solution for our ability to 
ingress and egress within our own lot for the foreseeable future or until an easement 
agreement providing access between our properties is reached.  
 
With respect to trees, the process to construct the afore mentioned driveway will require us to 
remove the existing Norwegian oaks to the eastern side of our back building and stumps 
ground down to ground level, before they are covered with fill. We will also be removing two 
other small trees which were planted as part of the initial installation (a hemlock and a small 
ornamental tree.) 
 
Please contact me if your feel more is necessary.  
 
Attached also see the letter from Mr. Agassi conditioning ANY use of the Educomp or 4 State 
Rd. parking lot to our unconditional approval and support as well as the that of 5 Beach Rd. 
5 Beach has chosen to no longer rely on access from 4 State Rd. and has reinstated their 
previous separate ingress and egress for their property. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Joseph Grillo  
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This would need to be removed, as would the wall.  But it's already added fill that was installed after the stone wall was built.  The whole area underneath the front of this car is added fill.
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