
Robert H. Forrester 

128 North Water St 

Dear Commissioners, 

I write to share my concerns about the changes at the Harbor View Hotel (HVH), 

recent and contemplated, which pose a serious potential threat to the 

fundamental character and accessibility to surrounding area, one of the most 

visited and iconic places on the island. 

Background 

My wife and I have been coming to the Vineyard for over 40 years, first as long

term renters, and since 1984, we have been the owners of 128 North Water St., 

which abuts the hotel on its western boundary. Our home is said to be the first 

home built by an "Off Islander" strictly for seasonal purposes (Colonel Allen circa 

1876). We have experienced life on the Vineyard both as seasonal and year-round 

residents, and were active members of the island business community, having 

founded, built, managed, and owned radios station WMVY and Dukes County T.V. 

(now Comcast). We do our best to be responsible members of our community, 

support those organizations which meet the needs of the Island and preserve its 

specialness, and our friends come from the local and seasonal populations. In the 

truest meaning of the words, the Island is our home, Edgartown our village. 

We are lucky to own a home on North Water St., and have always felt a duty of 

care for our home and the surrounding area as stewards of a special experience of 

history, beauty, natural magnificence, and tranquility, which belongs to all who 

live on or visit Martha's Vineyard. Like our neighbors, beyond maintaining the 

integrity of the historical architecture of our home, we do our part to support 

initiatives aimed at preserving the character and "feel" of the area. One example 

being the major effort initiated, led, and 90% financed by neighbors to bury 
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