
From: Rebecca Haag [mailto:rebecca@igimv.org]  
Sent: Thursday, September 05, 2019 12:21 PM 
To: Bill Veno <veno@mvcommission.org> 
Cc: Eunice Youmans <Eunice@igimv.org>; Sophie Abrams <sophie@igimv.org> 
Subject: MVRD Expansion Plans Letter of Support 

 

 
Dear Bill, 
  
As the Executive Director of Island Grown Initiative (IGI), I was thrilled to see a composting operation 
included in the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse District (MVRD) expansion plans the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission will be reviewing in the next few days.   Our work is focused on a regenerative and 
equitable food system on the Island and transforming food waste into animal feed and compost for our 
island soils is essential to healthier and more bountiful local food production.  We estimate that the 
Island is currently exporting 6,500 tons of food waste only to be entombed in landfills off island.  This 
costs Islanders about $622,000 a year to transport and dispose of while we are at the same time, 
importing 5,400 cubic yards of bulk compost each year- that’s about 5,400 pick-up trucks full. 
  

Recognizing the great expense of exporting waste off island, the Martha’s Vineyard Commission’s  2009 
Island Plan, recommended converting waste into useful resources with an integrated, Island-wide 
program of waste management. The recommendations included a large-scale composting facility to 
transform wasted food into a needed island commodity. 

There are external pressures driving island demand for a food waste solution.  Following the EPA and 
the USDA goal to reduce US food waste by 50% by 2030, MassDEP banned the disposal 
of commercial organic waste by businesses and institutions that dispose of one ton or more of these 
materials any week of the year.  There are an estimated 20 businesses or institutions on Island that are 
currently subject to this ban with a collective tonnage of food waste per week of roughly 43 tons or 
2,240 tons of food waste a year that’s about 173  garbage trucks full of food waste- that cannot legally be 

disposed of in  landfills.   All signs indicate that an expansion of this ban to smaller scale producers is 
imminent.  Enforcement of the ban has been spotty due to the lack of infrastructure in place to manage 
food waste.  In an effort to create infrastructure, MassDEP has allocated one-time Organics Capacity 
grants of up to $250,000 for municipalities or businesses and renewable yearly grants up to 
$5000.  MVRD will be in an excellent position to apply for these grants to help underwrite the capital 
and operating costs of a composting operation. 
  
Food waste is an issue of global concern for two very important reasons: climate change and food 
security.  There are few things individuals and municipalities can do to really move the needle on 
greenhouse gas emissions to affect the climate trajectory in the short term. Managing food waste can 
impact emissions on a decade scale and change emissions rates and their affects in our own lifetime.  
Here in the US, 40% of all food produced is thrown away at a cost of $165 billion.  Much of this wasted 
food is still edible and could be redirected to the 40 million Americans, 12 million of them children, who 
are food insecure. Food security is a major issue on Martha’s Vineyard where 40% of Island students 
qualify for free or reduced lunch programs and many of our seniors continue to struggle with access to 
healthy food.  
   

http://www.mvcommission.org/solid-waste
http://www.mvcommission.org/solid-waste
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/united-states-2030-food-loss-and-waste-reduction-goal
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/united-states-2030-food-loss-and-waste-reduction-goal
https://www.mass.gov/guides/commercial-food-material-disposal-ban


IGI is currently piloting a food recovery programs and a food waste pickup and composting operation at 
Thimble Farm.   We expect to  process 360 tons of food waste this year.  There is six times that tonnage 
produced on the island today that cannot legally be disposed of in a landfill.  Martha’s Vineyard does not 
currently have the capacity to process the amount of food waste to comply with the current organics 
ban, which is expected to expand.  A composting operation at MVRD could get us there.  
  
I urge the commission to approve the MVRD expansion plans. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rebecca Haag 
 


