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Paul Foley

To: Moira C. Silva
Cc: mfconvey@gmail.com
Subject: RE: letter re. artificial tur

From: Moira C. Silva [mailto:silva.mc@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2017 2:06 PM 
To: Paul Foley 
Subject: letter re. artificial tur 
 

Dear Commissioners, 

My cable company just steamrolled me, installing a "free upgrade" at my home, which boasts a voice-powered 
remote control. I cringed as the cable technician instructed me to throw my perfectly good, old remote in the 
trash. 

I wondered how it had come to this.  

It left me deeply concerned about how these kinds of constant "upgrades" impact human health and the 
environment, as the powerful film "Addicted to Planned Obsolesce," highlighted at the Martha’s Vineyard Film 
Festival this summer. What will our society and our island look like, in say 10 or 50 years, if convenience 
continues to be king? 

Alas, all is not lost. Right now, you are poised to make an incredible difference for this Island, protecting the 
environment, human health and the future. 

What's the big deal with installing artificial turf at the high school? I will spare you the non-fiction book I could 
write at this point (full of peer-reviewed research and current articles) and put a few questions out there instead.

High school athletes. How best to help our high school scholar athletes who are under so much pressure these 
days? We know that time in nature provides stress relief. It has been proven to help alleviate problems 
associated with attention deficit disorders, among other diagnosis. Fellow athletes have all experienced the 
priceless, happy feeling we get each spring, when transitioning to the "outdoor sports" season -- leaving behind 
smelly, loud gymnasiums with bright fluorescent lights for the familiar scent of dirt, the chance to feel the sun's 
power as it returns and the opportunity to notice the shifting winds. The whole experience is connected. Playing 
and being on the earth is a visceral experience that is fundamental to the human experience. It is even healthy 
for all of us, even the fans. Consider the barefoot toddler playing near the sidelines on a dyed-green plastic 
carpet, bending down explore the synthetic “dirt,” none of which has been tested but has likely been treated 
with Round Up (as directed by most turf manual guides). 

Green spaces. Can you imagine the day when a dyed green plastic carpet covers the MV Shark's idyllic 
baseball field or the nostalgic baseball field near the old West Tisbury firehouse, taking away the peaceful rows 
of freshly mowed grass which have been illuminated by sunshine and punctuated by ground balls for so long? 
Our elementary school playgrounds and town parks are now using a toxic pour in place rubber instead of sand 
and mulch from Keene’s. Did anyone else notice this transition? The elimination of healthy, green spaces for 
Island children is, sadly, happening all around us. If the turf project happens, what's next? 
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Environmental responsibility. As a Commissioner, I’m sure you agree that protecting the environment is a 
critical issue these days, particularly with the current administration in Washington, D.C. Things will only get 
worse unless we educate, empower and enlist kids to be a part of the process of living green. It is inspiring to 
see the Straw Free MV Initiative led by the West Tisbury School and 2nd Annual Waste Reduction Week 
happening at the Tisbury School this spring. It is indeed possible for students to have a lead role in the 
stewardship of their fields. The high school's horticulture program is an obvious partner, but once you open 
your mind to it, the possibilities are endless. My high school soccer team made it to the state championships, 
playing on a field that we rehabbed, weeded and seeded. A friend of mine did so, too, as part of his high 
school's biology program. Can't you just see it at MVRHS?  There is an enormous sense of pride in having 
fields that are cared for in this way and many of us are standing by to help. 

Island Character. Do we want to Island to look just like the rest of suburban America, caught up with 
commercialism, development and keeping up with the latest fads? Do we want the Vineyard's unique, simple 
charm and rustic character, illuminated by its dirt roads, open meadows and backyard chickens to be degraded, 
as its green spaces are forever altered?  How could discarding and replacing 2 acres of plastic carpet every eight 
years for a million dollars a pop possibly be a better plan than maintaining natural grass? 

With all the sirens blaring the proven problems with ARTIFICIAL turf -- cultural, financial, health and 
environmental -- it's shocking and embarrassing that this project has made it this far. Please stand up and help 
us put a stop to planned obsolescence. Remember that our student athletes, now and in the future, deserve the 
safety and joy of playing on natural grass.  

I thank you for your time and dedication. 

Regards,  

Moira Silva 

West Tisbury 


