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Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
33 New York Avenue 
Oak BLuffs, MA 02577 
 
11 February 2017 
 
RE: MV@PLAY Proposal 
 
 
Martha’s Vineyard Commissioners, 
 
Thank you for taking the necessary time to carefully and critically review the MV@PLAY 
proposal currently in front of you. This proposal has been on many people’s minds for well over 
a year, especially mine. 
 
As a mother of four athletic children who span the ages of eight to eighteen, I am concerned 
about the safety of playing fields. As a former soccer player from grade school through college, I 
understand and commiserate with playing field conditions that are less than adequate. As a 
recreational soccer coach for our local MV United club, I care deeply that my teams of young 
growing children have fun, safely. As a Landscape Architect who has worked on and off the 
Island focusing on both large and small scale natural and man-made projects, I understand all 
aspects of the Masterplan MV@PLAY and Gale Associates are proposing. As the former MV 
United Recreation Program Director, guiding a community of 300 soccer players (ages pre-K 
thru 4th grade) and their 70 coaches, I am committed to athletes on Martha’s Vineyard. 
 
To say I have been watching this project closely may be an understatement. 
 
I have been privileged to attend many meetings, asked many questions, listened intently to all 
sides of the issues, of which there are many. Natural turf vs artificial turf is just the tip of the 
iceberg. What are the real costs - monetarily, environmentally, health-wise? Who is really 
ultimately going to pay those costs - generous donors, MVRHS, taxpayers, athletes, adults, 
children? There is an infinite amount of information to take in regarding all of these complex 
issues. 
 
Knowing many of the people who have put in countless hours of their time and equity fairly well, 
I so want to back this project. For them. For the community. For the athletes. However, bringing 
all my knowledge and experience together, I am unable to do so. 
 
While I would like to procure safe, viable playing fields for Martha’s Vineyard and its athletes, I 
believe there is another way to do so other than introducing artificial turf. I know how creative, 



smart and ingenious people on this Island are when it comes to problem solving. There is a 
solution out there that can benefit many with little risk to our environment and our most sensitive 
population, our children.  
 
A very wise 79 year young athlete said to me, “If there is any remote question about whether 
something is safe for children, why would anyone ever consider it?”. It is his words I’m left with 
at the end of the day. 
 
I hope you are as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hillary Noyes-Keene 


