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Paul Foley

From: Elissa Lash [eelash@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2017 12:29 PM
To: Paul Foley
Subject: Turf fields

Dear Paul Foley and MVC, 
 
I am writing to you as a parent of two young athletes and future students of MVRHS, a taxpayer, a community 
member, and the daughter of a highly respected environmental attorney (NRDC) who was also Commissioner 
of the Environment for the state of Vermont and President of World Resources Institute. I grew up in a sports 
devoted family but also with the environment and natural resources as part of dinner table discussion. 
 
My kids play sports competitively on Island.  We live and breathe soccer, baseball, and hockey. I value youth 
sports for the values of teamwork, drive, and determination it teaches my kids.  They have fun with friends 
outside, learn how to push themselves, stay physically healthy, and deal with the challenges of winning and 
losing.  These are invaluable experiences. 
 
We teach our children about the planet and the finite resources we have to share with others. Pollution and 
climate change are real and dire issues that we are passing on to our children and the next generation. 
In my opinion, youth sports and even professional  sports should never trump the environment.  If we aren't 
willing to value the planet above recreation then the world is truly mad. 
There is scientific evidence of the effects of various types of turf leaching into community's watersheds, as well 
as the massive amount of debris added to landfills when the turf needs to be replaced, which is surprisingly 
often. 
The health risks are documented.  I'm sure MVC has spent time reviewing the studies and data regarding the 
multiple hazards posed by turf. 
 
I'm appealing to the MVC, as stewards of the Island's ecological health and well being to vote no to artificial 
turf. 
 
Grass fields are preferred by numerous professional athletes and can be maintained to be a superior playing 
surface to turf. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this issue and for all you do for Martha's Vineyard. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elissa Lash 
Vineyard Haven 
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