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Paul Foley

From: Dardanella Slavin [dardyslavin@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 9:35 PM
To: Paul Foley
Subject: DRI 352-M4 HS Fields Artificial Turf

Dear Members of the MV Commission, 
 
 
I was born and raised on Martha’s Vineyard and am now raising 2 boys here, one of which is a soccer 
enthusiast. Some of my fondest memories of high school were from playing field hockey and running track at 
the MVRHS. I went on to play field hockey and run track at Connecticut College and coached field hockey for a 
year on the island and at the collegiate level for 3 years. It was my passion for many, many years. Of course in 
my years playing I loved playing on turf but I enjoyed playing on a beautiful grass field even more. That is 
something the island has never attempted to offer to its teams. 
 
 
Rightfully so athletes and parents and coaches are fed up with our fields but synthetic turf is not the answer. 
There are many topics to consider: 
 
 

 The proposal by MV@Play uses plastic treated with herbicides (“which naturally wash out of the 
system”) a pre-emergent and other additives and requires a salt solution treatment to make it playable 
in cold weather. It also requires maintenance chemicals to keep it sanitary. Not only are these 
chemicals leeching into our environment, the field loses a percentage of the GeoFill into our 
environment as well. This fill has not been tested for its effects on the environment. Although it is said it 
can be used as a top dressing on natural fields the MSDS states it is not biodegradable. 

 

 The cost for synthetic turf is unknown. According to the contract with MV@Play, once the project is 
finished it is the responsibility of the school system to pay for the maintenance and replacement costs. 
No estimates have been given for replenishing 10% of the infill every 2-3 years as recommended or the 
yearly de-compaction. We will also need to replace the carpet and infill about every 10 years. Gale 
associates states that will cost $500,000 to $700,000 (which may be a low estimate and doesn’t include 
the cost of Geofill), and we will need to come up with that money every 10 years. No estimates have 
been provided about the sub-structure or shock pad. With the poor state of the buildings at the high 
school and budget concerns I don’t see how that is a smart financial decision. 

 

 There is not an irrigation system included with the plan, that I can see, which is a major concern. The 
literature on GeoFill stresses the importance of checking the moisture level twice a week with periods of 
no rain, and as we know from last summer the potential for that is great. When the surface is not moist 
enough more dust is produced for our children and coaches to breathe in. And more migrates into the 
environment which then needs to be replaced on the field. If we don’t have an irrigation system how will 
we properly maintain the moisture of the surface? 
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 The high school is looking to improve its vocational programs, and this is a great opportunity for the 
horticulture program to expand its “classroom.” Experience with organic grass management will be an 
incredible asset for our students seeking part or full time work as landscapers. There are training 
programs for organically maintained athletic fields that could be brought to the island with the help of 
ACE MV. 

 

 As I stated earlier in my letter we have never invested in our grass fields. We have never seen what 
healthy grass fields can do. We have also not done an informed assessment of what it would mean to 
put the appropriate resources toward grass fields. We have a lot of opportunities for community 
involvement in this project from the horticultural department to local landscapers to ACE MV facilitating 
trainings, with support from The Field Fund, recently formed through the Permanent Endowment of 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

 

 One argument from MV@Play is that the fields at the high school cannot withstand the high usage. Part 
of their plan is to create a centralized campus for island sports. Many of us in the youth programs do 
not think that is appropriate. We are happy at the West Tisbury School for youth soccer and do not see 
a reason to change. Plus, the fields around the islands should all be used. We have so many wonderful 
sports areas, it would be a shame if only the high school was utilized and maintained, further 
congesting that corridor. If each grass field was improved at the high school, there would be plenty of 
field space to use and rotate so as not to wear out one field. Unlike many schools, we are not limited to 
one field; we should take advantage of the island’s many natural spaces and keep them natural. 

 
 
When considering our children, one of the most important things is to always err on the side of caution. We just 
don't know enough. GeoFill is too new and not enough studies have been done on it. Grass, on the other hand, 
is a natural resource. I sincerely hope you consider turning down the synthetic turf project and instead 
encourage the high school and superintendent to put their time into upgrading MVRHS’s grass fields using an 
organic, systems-based approach. That would be the best gift of all for our high school athletes. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Dardanella Slavin 
14 High Meadow 
Chilmark, MA 02535 


