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Paul Foley

From: marchandabby@yahoo.com
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 1:53 PM
To: Paul Foley
Subject: Turf proposal 

 

 

Dear whom it may concern, 
 
    I am writing in support of the turf proposal. I have many points on why I feel turf is necessary.  
    I am a sophomore at the high school now and during this past winter I have joined an elite field hockey 
program off island.  While attending these practices I have been surrounded by girls who all play on turf. This 
puts me and at a HUGE disadvantage. The coaches that are in charge of this elite program have said “we can 
tell that you don’t play on turf.” Playing field hockey on turf and playing on grass is a completely different 
game. For my future, I see myself going to college for field hockey. I would like to stress that playing my last 
two seasons out on the current grass field is going to weaken my stick skills that are necessary to play field 
hockey. It puts the whole entire field hockey program at a disadvantage.  
    Another reason why we should get turf is because it’s not just that we're on grass, but the grass that we play 
on is uneven, unsafe, unkempt and completely substandard. The deplorable field makes it so hard to actually 
play on. Last summer the field was supposed to be re-done. Whatever repairs were done, I can tell you that it 
100% did not work. Field hockey is not a grass sport. It is a turf sport. It makes me frustrated that our program 
that is thriving in numbers is fractured by a unsafe field. By getting turf it will allow us to grow so much more 
and improve our abilities as athletes. Other teams from off island don’t even want to come here because they 
know how horrible our field is. More importantly, our field hockey team has been making it to playoffs the past 
years and those games are played on turf along with regular season game. The teams(almost all of them) are 
more accustomed to playing on turf and have such an advantage over us going into these games.  
    The third reason why we should get turf is that it is not just going to benefit the field hockey team but it 
benefits the soccer, football, lacrosse and track programs. All the above programs will benefit from turf.  The 
turf we are trying to get is organic, which is not toxic. For the people that are trying to say that they don’t want 
turf because it is toxic are completely wrong. I would also like to point out that the people that don’t want us to 
get turf, would not be using the turf, and most likely do not have kids that would play sports on the turf.  I can 
tell you right now that if you ask all the athletes if we need turf and their parents, most, if not all, will say yes. 
People are trying to say the turf is dangerous, well one of my teammates got an infection in their gums because 
their mouthguard fell onto the field and she had to put it back into her mouth because she was in a game. She 
had to sit out the next game and get a medical procedure done. Does that happen with turf? No, it doesn’t. 
Along with that the grass we play on is uneven and result in many of us spranging our ankles and many other 
injuries. 
    If you honestly think that turf isn’t necessary and we shouldn’t get it, then I would just like to inform you that 
you are putting all these athletes including myself at a huge disadvantage and at risk for injury. It is ridiculous 
that this project hasn't started yet because people are using false information to delay progress. I feel you should 
accept this turf proposal before the funding disappears and the monies go elsewhere. Thank you for taking your 
time to read this. 
 
Sincerely, Abby Marchand 
 
 


