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Paul Foley

From: Matt Malowski [matt@mvfishing.com]
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2017 1:36 PM
To: Paul Foley; Adam Turner
Subject: Turf field and track

Hello, 
 
I understand you are very busy and I do not want to take a lot of your time. I understand you are also receiving 
letters of support and against the turf field and I don't envy you.  
 
I have two young daughters, both of whom are highly active in the athletic community. They play soccer, 
tennis, hockey, basketball and softball. Along with being a father, I am also a youth soccer coach, school 
counselor, educator, and strong proponent of MV@Play's proposal.   
 
I am emailing you to say I AM IN SUPPORT of MV@Play's proposal and in favor of synthetic turf and 
construction of new track and field at MVRHS. There are many reasons why I support, and hopefully I will 
have an opportunity to share all those reasons publicly, other than this email. First and foremost the main reason 
why is that MV@Play's proposal will ultimately improve the lives of our kids on MV and will provide more 
opportunities for our kids to play, remain active and do so in a very practical and sustainable way for our 
community.  
 
In my opinion, the data you will be presented with will be divided equally among the two groups: MV@Play 
and Vineyards for Grass Fields. Both will have compelling statistics either way. My opinion is this comes down 
to a philosophical/ideological  issue - not environmental nor compelling health risks. Both natural and synthetic 
have inherent risks. Both have inherent benefits. My research and personal experience as a Division 1 collegiate 
athlete is that the benefits of MV@Play's proposal far outweighs the perceived risks Vineyarders for Grass 
have.  
 
The Vineyard is behind the curve with our athletic facilities compared to many, many off island athletic and 
educational facilities that we see state and nation wide. Our community needs MV@Play's donation and 
assistance.  Currently, MV@Play is the only organization that I am aware of that has found a solution for our 
FIELD USE problem on MV.  As far as I am aware, Vineyarders for Grass does not have a sustainable 
plan/solution for the multitude of problems and conflicts that we have with FIELD USE and ABUSE on the 
Vineyard.  
 
My very big worry is that Vineyarders for Grass are fighting this on philosophical beliefs and if they win they 
will have NO solution for our kids, other than keeping the status quo which is not sustainable.  They will not 
financially nor physically do what is required to maintain all the grass fields necessary, that are both safe and 
sustainable for ALL our athletic programs, at all ages for our community.  Nor do we have the real estate on 
MV to accommodate the grass fields they desire. They do not, or most likely, will not have solutions for the 
tournaments, jamborees, camps, or clinics our athletic programs hope to run on MV.  Currently, our island 
families and players spend ridiculous amounts of money and time going off island to locations across the state 
and New England where such things are hosted (on synthetic turf by the way). Massachusetts Youth Soccer 
Olympic Development Program, of which my daughter and several other Vineyard youth attend, plays on 
synthetic turf during the winter months at Forekicks Sports Complex, as well as their outdoor training facility in 
Lancaster, Ma called Progin Park. That complex is made up of a combination of natural and synthetic grass. 
With this technology on MV more of our youth would benefit from year round playing, and save island families 
time and money by not having to travel off island.  
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Vineyarders for Grass Fields are so rigid and closed minded on this topic they are unwilling to compromise and 
see the benefits of MV@Play's proposal. In my opinion their bias toward MV@Play and their idealistic, biased 
view of synthetic grass has closed their minds to the benefits and they're using unsubstantiated and perceived 
risk to strike fear and anxiety into others. I hope you can restore balance and compromise to this debate.   
 
The Vineyard can have a combination of natural and synthetic grass. It does not have to be an all or nothing 
decision as Vineyarders for Grass would have us believe.  
 
I am 100% agreeable with my children and the hundreds of young players I coach to play on both types of 
fields.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any follow up questions or concerns.  
 
Best, 
 
Matt Malowski 
     
 
 
 
 
Fish. Have fun. Live Happy.  
------------------------------------------ 
Matt Malowski 
Livinit Fishing Guide Service 
PO Box 3158 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 
508-274-0320 


