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Paul Foley

From: David Faber [dfaber@mvyps.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2017 3:18 PM
To: Paul Foley
Cc: tjd2650@gmail.com
Subject: MVRHS athletic fields

Dear Mr. Foley and other members of MV Commission, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the proposal put forth by MV@Play to vastly 
improve our high school athletic fields.  I wear multiple hats in my support:  First, as a parent 
of two children who went through the high school and participated in sports, secondly as an 
active and informed citizen and taxpayer, and finally, as a science educator at a local school. 
 
I have looked into the science behind the opposition to artificial turf, and quite frankly, it is 
just not there.  As a science teacher and advocate of making good policy decisions based on 
facts and evidence over emotion, I would be the first to speak up if there were verifiable data 
to support any appreciable health hazards in this proposal.  But there are not any.  And quite 
the opposite, in fact, MV@Play has gone out of there way to provide a very health-sensitive 
and environmentally-friendly proposal. 
 
And I beleive that we are extremely fortunate to have the opportunity that MV@Play is 
offering, and we would be foolish not to capitalize on it.  I watched my children play on 
those fields many times, and visited other high schools as well.  Anybody will tell you that 
we are woefully outdone by most other high schools in regard to atheltic fields.  That this 
group has gone this far with a very detailed, thoughtful, and well-funded plan is admirable 
and exciting.  Many of us simply do not at all understand the opposition to a non-profit group 
with such sincere and honest ideas for improving the athletics programs at the MVRHS.  The 
Commission ought to fully support MV@Play and in so doing, give a positive nod to all of 
the students, parents, citizens, and taxpayers of Martha's Vineyard. 
 
__________________ 
David A. Faber 
7/8 Science 
The Edgartown School 
508-627-3316 X252 
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