
 

 

Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
P.O. Box 1447 
Oak Bluffs, MA  02557 
 
Tisbury Board of Selectmen 
Tisbury Conservation Commission 
Tisbury Planning Board 
P.O. Box 1239 
51 Spring Street 
Vineyard Haven, MA  02568 
 
Re: Martha’s Vineyard Shipyard Expansion 

10 January 2020 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The Board of Directors of Tisbury Waterways, Inc. (TWI) has reviewed publicly 
accessible information and listened to presentations on the proposed expansion of the 
Martha’s Vineyard Shipyard, currently under consideration. TWI concludes that, to date, 
this project has been reviewed in isolation. Instead, it should be considered in the 
context of harbor development, climate change, and the MEP assessment of the 
Lagoon Pond estuary. Further, much additional information is required and many 
questions remain to be answered before this project is allowed to move forward, if at all. 
Accordingly, TWI urges the Tisbury Board of Selectmen and the Martha’s Vineyard 
Commission to hold off on approving this project. 
 
During 2019 Tisbury sought help through a Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM) grant to evaluate the impacts on our harbor area. The Tisbury Planning Board 
will be deliberating on at least three major proposals in the affected area, including the 
Shipyard expansion, and plans to use the information resulting from this study to guide 
their decisions. It would be imprudent for the MVC and the Town of Tisbury to move 
forward on any of these projects until the CZM-funded study is complete and the 
consequences of these projects evaluated. 
 
As additional context, Tisbury’s Municipal Vulnerability (MVP) Assessment, completed 
in 2018, recognized that the entire Beach Road area, from Five Corners to the bridge, 
was vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Among the suggestions were the 
extension of the Eastville jetty, and a review of current town regulations to identify 
potential changes that would decrease vulnerabilities to climate change and sea level 
rise in environmentally sensitive areas. The Town must move forward with these 






