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Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
P.O. Box 1447 
Oak Bluffs, MA  02447 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 Re: Proposed Development of Regional Impact #279-M (Stillpoint Meadows) 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
My wife and I own the mill and millhouse across Crocker Pond from the property that Stillpoint 
and the Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank purchased earlier this year. 

My family have been seasonal residents of Martha’s Vineyard for generations, and several cousins 
have now become full-time residents. We have always been drawn to the rural and agricultural 
parts of the island. We have a shared belief that it is Martha’s Vineyard’s extraordinarily well-
preserved open spaces—its woods, meadows, farms, and pastures—that set it apart from so many 
other coastal communities.  

When my parents bought the house that is now my wife’s and mine, they were very much 
motivated by that belief. They chose this home precisely because it is among so much conserved 
land—land that is owned by the Polly Hill Arboretum, Seven Gates, The Nature Conservancy, and 
the Land Bank. 

No one is more thrilled than we are that the land across from Crocker Pond has been spared from 
development. We appreciate the hard work and the collaborative effort that it took to achieve 
that—it was neither easy nor cheap, and we congratulate everyone involved. 

But, as lovers of the natural beauty and quiet of this part of the island, and as close neighbors to 
this proposed project, we have a few general concerns about Stillpoint’s application: 

First, the size and the number of evening events is worrying. Even the most recent application’s 
revised statements about proposed usage describe a significant amount of activity for such a rural 
part of the island. The application contemplates two to three meetings per week of up to 50 people 
in the off season and 60 people during the summer season starting after 7:00 p.m. In the off season, 
such events would begin after dark. In the summer, such events would likely conclude after dark. 
We have concerns about dozens of pairs of headlights pulling in and out and the implied need for 
flood lighting of the proposed 40-car parking area as well.  

Second, the prospect of additional 100-person events on Saturday nights, as described in the most 
recent application, is concerning. It is particularly troubling when considered in conjunction with 
the Stillpoint’s stated intention to rent out its facilities. We echo Polly Hill Arboretum’s concerns 
about live music or outdoor parties that would disturb the quiet, rural nature of this part of the 
island and negatively impact local wildlife. 
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Stillpoint has committed to abiding by West Tisbury’s noise ordinances (and to holding its renters 
to that standard as well), but it is our understanding that the applicable ordinances essentially 
prohibit loud noise between 10:00 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. Considering the number and size of events 
that Stillpoint describes itself as hosting or allowing renters to host, it is of limited comfort to think 
that the only legal restriction on noise would be that it must cease by 10:00 at night. 

We appreciate that Stillpoint appears to have been responsive to concerns about rentals, events, 
and noise in its revised application to the Commission and in its most recently submitted sample 
venue rental application. These iterations each seem to increase their emphasis on the 
organization’s educational mission and its desire to maintain a quiet campus. We do not doubt 
anyone’s good intentions. But we are motivated by a multi-generational commitment to 
persevering the unique character of this part of the island, and so we respectfully urge that the 
Commission bear in mind the quiet, rural, agricultural, non-commercial nature of this part of West 
Tisbury and the island as whole when considering the overall plan for Stillpoint’s development 
and providing guidelines for its use. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
 
Edward A. O’Neal 


