
March 20, 2018 
 
Martha’s Vineyard Commission 
Attn: Adam Turner/Paul Foley 
PO Box 1447 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 
 
Dear Gentlemen, 
 
It has come to my attention that the owners of the Dockside Inn reportedly, in 2012, executed 
$250,000 worth of upgrades to the newly purchased property and did not file or receive the 
proper permits from the Town of Oak Bluffs.   
 
The article in the May 30, 2012, MV Times, written by Tom Omer, it was quoted, 
 “The Dockside Inn has never looked so good, according to partners Caleb Caldwell and John 
deBettencourt Tiernan, who bought the dated 21-room hotel in January. Since then they have 
spent more than $10,000 per room, $250,000 total, refurbishing and upgrading the entire hotel. 
Mr. Tiernan said they are now proud to call the Dockside Oak Bluffs’s first boutique hotel.” 
 
Later that season, a June 24, 2012, Boston.com article, written by Ron Driscoll, wrote, 
“The Griffin Madison Corp., which recently purchased this 21-room inn, also owns the 
Madison Inn and the Nashua House Inn in Oak Bluffs. Co-owners Caleb Caldwell and John 
Tiernan have made more than $250,000 in improvements to the inn, whose design mimics 
the gingerbread houses in the famed Oak Bluffs cottage colony a few blocks away.” 
 
As you know, what is disturbing is that during the February 6, 2018, Oak Bluffs Plan Review 
Committee Meeting, the Oak Bluffs Building Inspector admitted that proper permits were not 
filed nor issued for the Dockside Inn in 2012. 
 
This behavior, executed by these owners, has been ongoing since 2012, and no form of 
ecological, legal, or financial retribution has been levied against them.  For five years, these 
owners have operated with blatant disregard to our community.  Furthermore, by abusing North 
Bluff lane with additional illegally parked vehicles and extensive traffic, this is causing 
irrevocable harm to our quaint, unpaved road.  What message are we sending to our people, as 
well as other businesses, if we allow these heinous acts to continue unrestricted and our laws 
unenforced? 
 
I ask you to please provide our community with the same due diligence the Commission 
provided in 1988. 
  
Warm Regards, 
 
Scott Dario 


