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Paul Foley

From: Nancy Alderman [nancy.alderman@ehhi.org]
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 11:17 AM
To: mdandrea@mvyps.org; rsmith@mvyps.org; lisareagan@comcast.net; rlionette@gmail.com; 

Adam Turner; Paul Foley; boneill@vineyardconservation.org; mvatplay@gmail.com; 
ack@lifeguardmg.com; grande@oakbluffsma.gov asolarin@oakbluffsma.gov; 
boh@chilmarkma.gov

Cc: rebekahjthomson@gmail.com
Subject: Martha's Vineyard and synthetic turf fields

August 8, 2016 
 
To all those making decisions about Martha's Vineyard's playing fields: 
 
Environment and Human Health Inc. (EHHI) is concerned that as the public becomes more aware of the 
dangers of the waste tire rubber infill in synthetic turf fields, that industry is now pushing other infill products, 
again claiming their safety. As parents have become more concerned about the potential health risks of the 
crumb rubber, industry is advising many towns and schools to pay more money and get alternative infills.  One 
such infill is what they call "EPDM - Virgin Rubber," another is NIke Grand, and yet a third is called GeoFill, 
which is a blend of coconut fibers, cork and rice husks.   This is the one that Martha's  Vineyard's people are 
now proposing. 
 
Industry is claiming all of these infills are safe -- they have not even given up saying crumb rubber is safe. 
 
EPDM stands for ethylene propylene diene monomer rubber. This product is also a synthetic rubber and like the 
waste tires that make crumb rubber, EPDM contains harmful chemicals as well as carbon black. The Safety 
Data Sheet for EPDM says the product is a possible cancer hazard - and can be an irritant to lungs, eyes and 
skin. 
 
As for the Geofill, no one knows the long term health effects of breathing in the dust from coconut fibers and 
rice husks.  Why would anyone want to risk children's health by using this product. 
 
EPA gave us shredded rubber waste tires without ever testing it first and there has been no independent testing 
of GeoFill.  Why should anyone trust industry's claims of safety at this point, as industry always claims its 
products are safe.  No one actually knows the long term effects of breathing in shredded coconut fibers and rice 
husks. 
                 
EHHI hopes that people will stop converting their athletic fields from grass that is safe to synthetic turf that 
poses health risks to children and athletes. The safest surface for students to play on is grass - there simply is no 
safer surface. 
 
                        Nancy Alderman, President 
                        Environment and Human Health, Inc. 
                        (phone) 203-248-6582 
                        http://www.ehhi.org 
 
Environment and Human Health, Inc. (EHHI) is a ten-member, science-based non-profit organization 
composed of physicians  public health professionals and policy experts dedicated to protecting human health 
from environmental harms through research, education and the promotion of sound public policy. 
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EHHI is not a membership organization and therefore all of its support comes from foundations and committed 
individuals.  EHHI does not receive any funds from businesses or corporations. 
 
--  
Nancy Alderman, President 
Environment and Human Health, Inc. 
1191 Ridge Road 
North Haven, CT   06473 
(phone) 203-248-6582 
(Fax)     203-288-7571 
http://www.ehhi.org 
http://ehhijournal.org 
https://twitter.com/ehhi 


