
Public Hearing April 1, 2010 

TOWN OF AQUINNAH DCPC 
1. Guideline Amendments 

2. Conformance of Proposed Amended Regulations 
 
 

Staff Notes (Jo-Ann Taylor, DCPC Coordinator) (notes dated March 23, 2010) 
 
Note:  other helpful documents, including Guidance, flow chart, Decision Designating the Town of Aquinnah 
District, Minutes of DCPC Committee meetings, etc. on web http://www.mvcommission.org/ 
 
• The Town of Aquinnah District was designated in 1999 as a Cultural or Historic Resource District, 

with Goals and Guidelines protecting the scenic vistas and rural character. 
• The Town subsequently proposed the Aquinnah Energy District to introduce potential for wind power 

development.  The Aquinnah Energy District was designated by the MVC, but regulations were not 
adopted by 2/3 vote of the Town Meeting, and the District was rescinded by the MVC.   

• The Town Meeting voted amendment to the Town of Aquinnah District for Section 13.15 Wind 
Energy Generating Facility Regulations in 2009 (below), without benefit of a Conformance hearing 
by MVC.  Note that the MVC Conformance vote is what gives DCPC regulations authority.  On 
January 21, 2010, the MVC heard the proposed regulations and voted non-conformance with the 
Goals and Guidelines for the Town of Aquinnah District.  On February 4, the MVC voted to 
consider amendment to the Goals and Guidelines for the Town of Aquinnah District and to hear the 
proposed amended regulations again.   

1. Guideline Amendments 
The Commission hears and considers proposed amendments to designations in the same manner as the 
original designation.  After a public hearing, the Commission votes on whether or not to amend the 
designation.  

The DCPC Committee for the Town of Aquinnah District (Kathy Newman, Chair, Andrew Woodruff, 
and Lenny Jason, Jr.) met several times and found consensus to post the amendment for hearing.  
Camille Rose and Carlos Montoya supplied input for Aquinnah.  Basic points of discussion included: 

• Need to continue protection for areas designated in other Districts.  Although the Town has so far 
only requested conformance with the Town of Aquinnah District designation, a blanket amendment 
to make provision for wind facilities would leave the door open to request conformance for the other 
Districts. 

o The Coastal District, Island Road District, Special Places District and the Wild and Scenic 
North Shore District include specific numeric standards which would form the basis of a 
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conformance hearing and discussion.  The Gay Head Cliffs Area District also includes some 
numeric standards. 

o The Moshup Trail District designation includes only requirement for site plan review, so there 
would be little basis for a conformance discussion.  A vote for blanket amendment all over 
town would virtually end such a conformance discussion before it could begin. 

• Request from the Town (representatives) for an expression of confidence in Aquinnah’s case-by-case 
review (without standards) and the Town Meeting expression that wind facilities should not be 
prohibited in one neighborhood or another.  (Note apparent conflict with MVC designations stating 
that certain areas do require special protection.)  

 Proposed amendments In BOLD CAPS:  

 
Goals of the Town of Aquinnah District: 
 

The Goals of the Town of Aquinnah District are to:  “To protect the scenic character of the District from 
undue visual intrusion and to promote and maintain its rural character and culture”. 

 
(TO REMAIN INTACT) 

Guidelines (excerpts): 
 

“That appropriate exterior design, height and/or siting regulations be developed for any potential new 
structure proposed for construction within the District, to ensure that any and all new construction shall 
be consistent with the rural character of the Town of Aquinnah and shall not radically alter or interrupt 
the existing skyline of the Town as viewed from any public way including any public water body and 
including the lookout at the Gay Head Cliffs. PROVISION MAY BE MADE FOR PROPERLY SITED 
WIND ENERGY GENERATING FACILITIES OF APPROPRIATE SCALE AND DESIGN, 
PROVIDED THAT SUCH FACILITIES DO NOT UNNECCESSARILY CONTRADICT THE GOALS 
AND GUIDELINES FOR THE TOWN OF AQUINNAH DISTRICT.  SUCH PROVISION MAY BE 
MADE IN THOSE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS DESIGNATED IN THE TOWN OF AQUINNAH 
DISTRICT BUT NOT ALSO DESIGNATED IN THE COASTAL DISTRICT, ISLAND ROAD 
DISTRICT, SPECIAL PLACES DISTRICT, MOSHUP TRAIL DISTRICT, GAY HEAD CLIFFS AREA 
DISTRICT AND/OR THE WILD AND SCENIC NORTH SHORE DISTRICT.   

“That the appropriate administration of exterior design, height and/or siting regulations, through a 
procedure to include site plan review, be developed; and that the site plan review procedure include 
clear and objective criteria for review...” 

Discussion:  The DCPC Committee meetings covered this discussion in depth. 

Correspondence:   request from Town of Aquinnah 
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2. Conformance of Proposed Amended Regulations 

Purpose of hearing:  

To review conformance of proposed amendments to regulations for the Town of Aquinnah District, as 
proposed by the Planning Board and as voted at the Special Town Meeting of November 17, 2009. 
The Commission hears and considers proposed amendments to regulations in the same manner as the 
original regulations.  After a public hearing, the Commission votes on whether or not THE PROPOSED 
REGULATIONS CONFORM TO THE GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPMENT SPECIFIED IN THE 
COMMISSION’S DESIGNATION OF THE TOWN OF AQUINNAH DISTRICT  The amendments 
must also be voted by two-thirds vote of the town meeting.  In this case, the regulations have already 
been voted by two-thirds vote of the town meeting, on November 17, 2009, but are not in effect until 
MVC approval.  Note that there remains a moratorium on any development over 150’ on land or 220’ 
over the ocean, in accordance with the Island Wind District moratorium (regardless of an affirmative 
vote for Town of Aquinnah District conformance). 

Proposed new section 13.15 (attached) would regulate wind energy generating facilities, with Goals 
and Priorities “to reduce the overall consumption of fossil fuels through energy conservation and the 
local generation of energy from renewable sources while minimizing any negative impact on residents 
and visitors and while preserving and protection the cultural and natural environment of the town as 
delineated in the Goals of the Town of Aquinnah District”.   Detailed review standards and procedures 
are included.   

Discussion:   

The proposed wind regulations must conform with the standards of the Town of Aquinnah District.  
Recall that designation of the Town of Aquinnah District was based on the need to protect the rural 
character and skyline.  Of particular interest is the standard “….to ensure that any and all new 
construction shall be consistent with the rural character of the Town of Aquinnah and shall not radically 
alter or interrupt the existing skyline of the Town as viewed from any public way….”.  This point formed 
the focus of the January 21 post-hearing discussion.  Should the MVC vote the amendment proposed 
earlier, there should be no major impediment to conformance, so long as conformance is restricted to 
those geographic areas designated in the Town of Aquinnah District but not also designated in the 
Coastal District, Island Road District, Special Places District, Moshup Trail District, Gay Head Cliffs 
Area District and/or the Wild and Scenic North Shore District.  

The proposed regulations would appear to conform readily with the administration-related standard in 
the Guidelines, providing for site plan review with clear and objective criteria.   

 
Correspondence:   request by the Town of Aquinnah 
 




























