
TOWN OF AQUINNAH DCPC (DISTRICT OF CRITICAL PLANNING CONCERN) 
VOTE TO ACCEPT PROPOSED BOUNDARY AMENDMENT FOR CONSIDERATION 

April 4, 2019 
Staff notes, April 4, 2019 Jo-Ann Taylor, DCPC Coordinator 

 
Summary: 
 
The Planning Board is asking to remove an area from the Town of Aquinnah DCPC, in order to 
remove the special permit requirement for solar at the old landfill.  This would allow the Town 
to seek Green Community status.   
 
This is a 2-step process for MVC.  A boundary amendment is treated the same as a new 
nomination.  An agenda item asks MVC to consider the nomination.  An affirmative vote 
commits MVC to a public hearing and vote within 60 days.  The Planning Board has also asked 
MVC to hear amendments to the regulations.  If MVC votes affirmatively to accept the 
nomination for consideration, all the amendments will be heard together in May.  An 
affirmative vote should include reasons for acceptance. (A negative vote should include reasons 
for denial). 
 
Area to be considered for a boundary amendment: 
 
Amend the coverage area of the Aquinnah DCPC by changing Section 13.2-1 to read: 
 
SECTION 13.2 BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
13.21 All lands and waters within the corporate bounds of the Town of Aquinnah, except: 

A. The Indian Common Lands (generally known as the Cranberry Bogs, the Clay 
Cliffs and the Herring Creek) and Settlement Lands 

B. The Designated Area for Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic 
Installations, Town of Aquinnah Map 8, Lot 31. 

 
Nomination:  The nomination was made by the Aquinnah Planning Board, voted March 13, 
2019, received March 26, 2019. (Nomination attached) 
 
MVC response to nomination:   
 
MVC has been asked to ACCEPT THE PROPOSED DCPC BOUNDARY NOMINATION FOR 
CONSIDERATION.  THIS IS NOT THE VOTE TO DESIGNATE THE BOUNDARY.  Should the MVC 
vote to accept the nomination for consideration, the MVC would then schedule a Public 
Hearing and subsequently vote to designate or not designate the district.  The vote to accept 
the nominations for consideration commits the MVC to hearing and making a decision on the 
boundary amendment designation.   
 
Should the MVC vote to accept the boundary amendment nomination for consideration, such 
vote must include the reasons why the nomination has been accepted, or rejected. 



 
Timeline:  
 
MVC has 45 days from March 26, 2019 to accept or to reject the nominations for 
consideration.  An affirmative vote would commit the MVC to hold a public hearing and vote on 
designation within 60 days from the consideration vote.  The Town has also asked MVC to hear 
proposed amendments to the regulations, which proposal may be heard and voted the same 
night as the boundary amendment, prior to the May 14 ATM. 
 
Attachment: Nomination 
 
Correspondence:  
 
 
E-mail received from Kathy Newman on April 3, 2019 
 
Hi guys 
 

Am out of the country so unable to be there tomorrow night but just want you all to know that 
Aquinnah is in support of the change and has held a public hearing to air the changes, so we can 
move ahead with the green communities application. Almost there! 
 
Thanks 
Kathy 

 
 
 




















