
 
 

 
Martha’s Vineyard Commission  
Attn: Jo-Ann Taylor  
33 New York Avenue 
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 
 
December 18, 2019 
 
RE: Support for DCPC Special Ways Designation 

Dear Commissioners, 

The Vineyard Conservation Society (VCS) is a local, member-supported non-profit land conservation and 
environmental advocacy organization working since 1965 to preserve the natural resources and 
community character of the Island. Please accept this testimony in support of the Special Ways DCPC 
nomination from the Tisbury Planning Board. 

Tisbury’s Open Space Plan, adopted in 1997, recommended seeking such designation from the MVC for 
the Town’s ancient ways, including Red Coat Hill Road and Shubael Weeks Road (see excerpt below). 
The Planning Board deserves much credit for bringing this effort close to fruition. We urge your 
unanimous vote to designate.  

The two Special Ways under consideration are historically significant, and figure prominently in the open 
space planning efforts across the region. They fit the description of ways intended for protection under 
the Island Road DCPC, and we are fortunate to have this opportunity to preserve them.  

In many communities, similar old ways have been lost through encroachment and/or lack of use. Special 
Way designation and the associated guidelines will protect against deterioration, retain their 
functionality as connectors between designated conservation lands, and safeguard the visual experience 
of travel along our system of secondary paths and ways. 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice support for this unique open space resource. 

Sincerely, 
Brendan O’Neill 
Executive Director 
 

From the Tisbury Open Space Plan:  
Ancient ways represent a landscape feature of great historical, scenic and recreational value to 
the town. A concerted effort to safeguard ancient ways is therefore a priority, as this resource is 
particularly vulnerable to the impacts of development and change. These ways offer an 
alternative to the automobile for walkers, equestrians and cyclists...and can serve as green-belt 
connectors between conserved open spaces. Examples include Red Coat Hill Road and Shubael 
Weeks Road. 
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