
September 14, 2022

To whom it may concern,

I’m writing to express my support for the Stillpoint project. Thomas Bena’s thorough   
presentation describes the project and answers questions about the traditional measures 
Boards look for when evaluating the impact and viability of a project… the number of 
participants, traffic studies, etc.  I want to focus/expand on two other essential aspects of 
the project: 

Environmental Impact:

In 1988 the MVC approved a 52 acre,13 lot development. In 2008, Claudia Miller 
purchased the land and in 2021 she put the land on the market and invited Thomas 
Bena to develop a plan that replaces the 13-house subdivision with 4 entities:  Stillpoint, 
the Land Bank and the 2 existing private homes. Thomas purchased 14 acres and the 
barn to house Stillpoint. The Land Bank purchased 26 acres of open land with walking 
trails for public use abutting Crockers Pond. The additional 13 acres with two houses 
has sold to private owners. Anything leaching into the land (known as the Mill Brook 
Water Shed) goes into the Island’s fragile watershed. Imagine the environmental impact 
of 13 houses with septic systems leaching nitrogen into the soil. I love the slogan, 
“There’s no planet B”. 

Social benefits:

Read the newspaper, listen to the radio, watch the TV news and there’s no question 
there’s conflict in the world which is hurting us all. It’s happening around the world and 
also on Martha’s Vineyard. Stillpoint offers a solution to this problem providing a space 
that offers classes and fosters contemplation and conversation. Having attended a 
Conflict Transformation course at the School for International Training in VT (with 64 
participants from 32 countries like Bosnia, Sri Lanka, and Rwanda) I have first-hand 
experience of how important and valuable it is to learn the skills of having difficult 
conversations which is at the core of Stillpoint’s mission. 

Please take the positive environmental factors and social benefits into account when you 
are making your decision on Stillpoint. They could be factors that will decide the future of 
MV.  I urge you to approve the Stillpoint project.

All the best,    
 
Cynthia Doyle

 


