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Hi Rich & Lucy, 
After further review, I realized I misspoke the other day and possibly in a previous written question. The 
new building we are proposing will not have a sprinkler system because it is not required by the 
Massachusetts Building Code. The Code only requires a sprinkler system in an educational use building 
when the building exceeds 12,000 square feet, on a level with no exit without going up stairs, or in a 
building that exceeds two full stories. The most recent Montessori School building received a sprinkler 
system because it was two full stories plus the walkout basement. Here, we are way under 12,000 square 
feet, both levels have exits, and this building is classified as one story with a walkout basement, so none 
of the thresholds for a sprinkler system are triggered. 
  
The school does not want to invest a significant amount of money installing an extra system the Building 
Code has determined unnecessary for the safe operation of an educational facility in a building with our 
specifications. The school will install all required life safety and accessibility elements as the pertinent 
codes and regulations require, but to go over and above would mean diverting limited funds from other 
educational programs and staff needs.  
  
Sorry for any confusion about this! 
  
One other thing, I noticed on the Friday agenda our LUPC meeting is listed for January 29th. When we 
met last week we said LUPC would be scheduled for the January 8th meeting with an MVC hearing on 
February 1st. Since there is only one item on the LUPC agenda for January 8th I’m hoping we can still be 
on for that meeting and stick with the February 1st for our first MVC hearing. As we mentioned, timing is 
critical for us due to the lease on another facility ending. 
  
Thanks, 
Ross 
  
Ross P. Seavey, Esq. 
Martha's Vineyard Land Law, Inc. 
  
Ph: 508-560-8955 
PO Box 459 
Chilmark, MA 02535 
www.mvlandlaw.com 
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