
Further Statement in Support of the Partial Demolition and
Renovation of 7 Arlington Ave Project (DRI 718)

Mr. Elvin, Please make the following statement a part of the formal record of public
hearing on the above listed project.  Thank you.
 

 

We have lived at 209 Massachuse�s Avenue in East Chop for over 30 years. We
a�ended  the August 25  Zoom mee�ng of the MVC and are wri�ng to reconfirm our
support of the Eunu Chun-Lisa Kim proposed par�al demoli�on and renova�on at 7
Arlington Avenue.
 
We have a deep and abiding interest in maintaining the scenic and historic beauty of
East Chop. One of the landmarks of this community is its trees, walkability, proximity
to the ocean and the many styles of homes ranging from small co�ages, to Big Bluff,
to mid-century ranch homes like the one we live in at the corner of East Chop Drive
and Mass Ave.  We believe the Applicants have designed a home that is consistent
with the many diverse structures found in East Chop.   The project is appropriately
scaled to the size of the lot, and  fits well within the range of exis�ng Victorian-
vintage homes specifically in the Arlington Avenue neighborhood and in East Chop
generally. That the project may not suit the inclina�ons of a former owner’s rela�ve
who doesn’t even live in East Chop, or that it might diminish the already obstructed
view of a neighbor whose home is set back into the woods should be of no weight in
determining the historical significance of the home or whether the design fits in the
community.
 

The MVC has to weigh whether it should force the Applicants to con�nue to pour
money into a dilapidated, cramped house that is ill-suited to 21st century family life in
the interest of preserva�on. The Applicants have bent over backwards to address the
concerns raised by the MVC, the neighbors and the public.  They have reduced the
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size of the renova�on, tried to preserve untouched por�ons of the original structure,
and are working to reuse or donate por�ons of the house to the extent feasible. 
 

This is Martha’s Vineyard, not Moscow. Applicants should be allowed to enjoy the
benefits of ownership and build a home that accommodates the needs of their family
members now and into the future.  Applicants should not be made to pay for past
inac�on on preserva�on issues. This is not the right place to draw a line in the sand .
We believe the community is lucky to have a family like the Chun-Kim’s who are
trying their best to be sensi�ve to historical considera�ons and community interests
while providing for their family’s needs.
 
We urge the Commission to approve the modified plans and allow the Chun-Kim
Project to go forward.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Phillipps and George Murray
 


