
Fwd: DRl-718

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Richardson, James" <RichardsonIIIJ@carnegiemnh.org> 
Date: August 17, 2022 at 5:01:29 PM EDT 
To: "elvin@mvcommission.org morrison@mvcommission.org" <elvin@mvcommission.org morrison@mvcommission.org> 
Subject: DRl-718 

     I am strongly in favor of the proposed demolition of home of 7 Arlington Ave. owned by Eunu and Lisa Kim Chun and the
erection of a year round house which will conform in style of the current structure. 
    I have a long family association with East Chop and Oak bluffs,  one of my ancestors was a member of the 1835
committee to establish the Methodist Camp Meeting Grounds and built in 1865 the first wooden cottage (the Lawton
Cottage). My grandparents and parents retired to East chop and I began coming to East Chop in 1936 and inherited my
parent home at 47 Brewster Ave in 2001. I have conducted research on early Vineyard houses and other aspects of Vineyard
history. I was a member of the National Register Committee of the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission and thus
familiar with issues relating to historic properties. 
    I have reviewed the architectural plans of the Chun’s proposed year round house and I am impressed on how the plans
reflect the original exterior house design. I did a walk through of the current house and it is clear to me that it is not possible
to renovate the current structure into a year round home due to substantial problems relating to its structural integrity,
difficulty in putting in a basement, installing insulation and bringing many aspects up to code. One thing that struck me was
the 2 staircases the are so narrow that only one person at a time can use. There appears no way they can be widened. I’m
very impressed that in the Chun’s plan they will save the interior of the front room that will be become part of the new
house. 
     The request for demolition and new home appears to be very similar to the MV Commissions recent approval of
demolition and building a new structure on Mill Square Road. The Chun’s request for demolition and building a new
structure at 7 Arlington Ave. has architectural plans that retain approximately the architectural outline as was in the plans of
the former home on Mill Square Road.  
    I sincerely hope that the MV Commission will approve the demolition of 7 Arlington as they did with the request for
demolition of the Mill Square Road home.  

Best James B. Richardson III 
Emeritus Chief Curator Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
Emeritus Professor University of Pittsburgh 
Former long term board member Martha's Vineyard Museum 

Sent from my iPad

Richardson, James <RichardsonIIIJ@carnegiemnh.org>
Wed 8/17/2022 5:09 PM

To:Alex Elvin <elvin@mvcommission.org>;
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