
Narrative statement explaining why demolition is necessary, including a description of any 
alternatives that were pursued, with accompanying documentation.  

 

  

The front of 26 Daggett Avenue faces Main Street in Vineyard Haven.  However, the house has no 
frontage on any street.  It is land locked and served by a long driveway off Daggett.  

The only building permit listed on the town card is for Weatherization in 2014.  New replacement  

windows and insulation are present.  A kitchen remodel and full 
bath are evident, but more than likely were unpermitted.  A bay 
window was also added at some point.  The master bedroom 
and living room below it both appear to have a dividing wall 
(structural?) removed.  The master bedroom was then given a 
skylight and cathedral ceiling.  Those are the only evident 
changes to 26 Daggett Ave. since 1904 (the original Deed is 
dated 1904).  

As evidenced by the top picture, the house has settled 
significantly (see notation on picture).   A full height basement 
exists under the current eat-in kitchen – located behind the bay 
window (See existing floor plans).  The remainder of the house, 
approximately ¾ of the house, is supported over crawl space.  
The crawl space is between 2 and 8 inches in height.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         Please see the Structural Inspection Memo for 
pictures of the deteriorated house sill and crumbling 
foundation fieldstone.  The crawl space picture above 
shows outside light where the sill and foundation are 
compromised (one example).   

 

It is important to note that three corners of the house 
are ‘supported’ by crumbling crawl space conditions.  

Therefore, as noted in the Structural Inspection, those three corners are sinking. 

 



Plumbing for the full bath on the first floor was placed in a closet 
space/coal chute collection area off the basement.  It is a 
combination of basement & crawl space.  It is unstable. 

 

 

 

 

The crawl space is also compromised by trees growing through 
foundation walls. 

 

 

 

 



 

The attic is divided by a piece of foam board insulation.  
It hides the structure of the cathedral ceiling and skylight 
in the master bedroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceiling heights on the first floor are 88”, and on the second floor are 
87 ½ “, just over 7’ (84”) - which is required by building code.  As 
this picture shows, the head height of the staircase is significantly 
under 7’ (it is 59” from the 3rd stair riser).  A typical adult requires 
bending over when going up or coming down.  This is a dangerous 
condition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eat-in kitchen and full bath remodel are viewed in this picture.  
The full bath door is to the right.  There is no hint of a historic 
architectural feature.   

 

 



Reasons for demolition: 

1. The Town of Tisbury requires a septic system installation (see Structural Engineering report). 
 

2. As noted in the structural report, the sill and fieldstone foundation is sincerely compromised, 
making it necessary to replace and support the sill regardless of a septic installation.  Given the 
crawl space height and joist configuration, lifting the house would likely result in an uneven lift. 

 

3. Interior of the house requires raising the stairwell head height.  
 
 


