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WEST TISBURY'S HOUSING FUTURE

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

WEST TISBURY HAS A MID-SIZED 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

16% of the year-round population 
of Martha’s Vineyard (2,727 residents)

WHO LIVES IN WEST TISBURY?
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e year-round population: 16,814

SMALLER WORKING-AGE 
POPULATION WITH GROWTH OF 

OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035
65+

years 10% 14% 32%

20–64
years 63% 60% 47%

0–19
years 27% 21%26%

A larger percentage of West Tisbury’s 
year-round population are children 
and young adults (age 19 years and 

under) than Island-wide. 
While younger population in West Tisbury is expected 
to decline somewhat, the older adult population (age 

65+) is expected to increase from about 14% of the 
town’s year-round population to about 32% by 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

 YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE HIGHE INCOMES 
IN ALL AGE CATEGORIES THAN COUNTY-WIDE

West-TisburyDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

 THE PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION INCREASE IS 

COMPARABLE TO PROJECTED 
ISLAND-WIDE GROWTH 

Island-wide: 12% increase

West Tisbury: 10% increase

West Tisbury’s year-round population is expected 
to increase from 2,740 in 2010 to 3,108 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

West Tisbury’s year-round older adult households tend to 
have sign�cantly higher income than county-wide.

Source:  2010-14 ACS 

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

WEST TISBURY 2000 2014

2.38 2.87
1,034 942Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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West Tisbury community members envision that in 2027 the community will still be an agri-
cultural community with active farms, extensive open space, and natural resources, and will 
also have dispersed pockets of homes and businesses that form quaint village centers. This 
development pattern with clusters of development including year-round affordable housing 
will help to protect the community’s rural character, natural resources, and scenic beauty. 
New housing development will provide more affordable options for seniors looking to age 
in the community, as well as young professionals and families of all income levels who value 
the rural character and creative nature of this open-minded, friendly town. In addition, the 
increase in business activity in these enhanced village centers will help strengthen the local 
economy.

Community members hope that through 
thoughtful planning, progressive town policies, 
investment in creative infrastructure, and tar-
geted public and private funds, the community 
will foster the development of broader housing 
options that reinforce and enhance its rural 
character. New housing developed will include 
clusters of townhouses and tiny/micro houses, 
as well as large older houses that have been 
sensitively converted to multi-family apartments. 

In addition, West Tisbury's business district and 
town center will include mixed-use properties 
with businesses and apartments. These new 

housing options will include affordable housing for low/moderate-income households, create more 
year-round rental housing, serve seniors who need smaller homes or service enriched housing, and 
help address regional housing needs. 

The new residential developments will be carefully located and designed to protect the community’s 
rural small-town feel, farmlands, woodlands, and scenic views through alternative site planning and 
ownership structures such as cohousing, cooperative-style housing, and cluster housing development. 

Community members also envision that West Tisbury will provide new dormitory/hostel-style hous-
ing near the airport to help address the Island's need for seasonal workforce housing and support 
the local and regional economy.  Community members hope that such seasonal workforce housing 
will help free up more of the existing housing stock for year-round occpuancy. 

CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)

WHO LIVES IN CHILMARK?
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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