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Overview                                                                                                                                                 

A pulse of the island community was sought on issues ranging from land use, the environment, and shared 

services.  This Island Wide Survey issued by the Martha’s Vineyard Commission amassed 760 responses.  

Such volume enabled findings for each question to be partitioned for a town-to-town comparison.  The 

same was possible for age cohorts as well.  Survey period ran for roughly 8 weeks across June and July of 

2024, so as to capture a representation of public opinion before and during the summer peak season.  

Year-round residents took just shy of 85% of the surveys, while seasonal residents rounded out the 

remainder.  Forty percent of respondents were unemployed, but much of that is likely attributed to a 

strong survey showing from retirees, in the form of our older adult population.  

Outreach methods included Town websites, Councils on Aging, libraries, island schools’ distribution lists, 

and newspaper coverage – in both digital and hard copy format. 

The three down island towns accounted for 65% of the submissions, with the balance turned in by West 

Tisbury, Chilmark, Aquinnah residents in descending order of volume. 

For full reports: 

➢  Detailed responses for each question 

➢  Detailed responses for each question, by TOWN 

➢  Detailed responses for each question, by AGE 

 

Three out of every five 

surveys were completed by 

someone between the ages 

of 45-74, with a fairly 

equitable distribution of 

responses across that 30 

year age interval.  Over 150 

surveys were submitted by 

respondents under the age 

of 44 totaling just over 20% 

of total surveys.  The 75 and 

over crowd also turned in 

nearly another 150.  See 

Fig. 1 for breakouts by 

town. 

 

 

What is your age? 

Figure 1 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Data_All_240820_0.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByTOWN_Data_All_240820.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByTOWN_Data_All_240820.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByAGE_Data_All_240820.pdf
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Conservation, Industry, and Government Response 

On items of substance, respondents were polled on the totality of development here on Martha's 

Vineyard.  When asked, “On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being rural and 10 being overdeveloped, what 

number would you use to rate the island?” the scores averaged out to a 6.2, signifying we have tipped the 

scales towards overdevelopment but have not arrived there (yet).  Aquinnah and Edgartown residents felt 

the strongest about this with average scores of 6.4 and 6.7 respectively, but there was minimal variation 

across the six towns. 

Station of life appears to have some influence over chosen scores.  Twenty five to thirty four year olds 

averaged a score of 5.6 while 65 to 74 year olds clocked in a full point higher.  The other age brackets were 

far more similar in comparison than different.  See Town by Town and Age Cohort breakouts for this 

question. 

When prompted to 

weigh in on how the 

impacts of 

development and 

increased housing 

stock are being 

managed, nearly 70% 

of respondents felt 

this is more of an 

island wide issue and 

that our island wide 

government 

structure is not 

equipped to 

effectively address it.  

Seven percent felt 

our individual towns 

are handling it just 

fine, and another 7% 

felt that it should 

remain a local issue 

but that it is not 

presently getting enough attention.  Only 5% felt that it is an island wide issue and that our island wide 

government framework is equipped enough to address it.  Another 12% wrote in with their own 

responses.  See Age Cohort breakouts for this question. 

 

 

Question 11 - How are the impacts of development and increased 

housing stock being managed? 

Figure 2 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q6_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q6_Age.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q11_Age.pdf
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Town by Town 

Much as the majority of respondents were united in their belief that development impacts and increased 

housing stock are largely island-wide issues, the minority opinion saw Edgartown residents at least twice 

as likely to believe individual towns are handling this just fine in comparison to the other respondents.  

See Town by Town breakouts for this question. 

Climate Change 

Nearly 70% of respondents believe the island community is not responding quickly enough to climate 

change.  In politics, this is an effective mandate to do more.  That said, this should not be interpreted as 

a referendum on the efforts of local leadership to adapt to climate impacts but is likely, rather, emblematic 

of the challenges small towns face in responding to crises of this magnitude.   

None of the towns recorded a majority who felt the response has been swift enough.  Amongst the 

minority who did, Edgartown and Aquinnah boasted the highest percentage.  Oddly enough, these two 

towns find themselves on the opposite ends of the spectrum in terms of assets and coastal exposure, with 

Edgartown harboring the most structural value while Aquinnah is best positioned to adapt to a changing 

shoreline owing to their high premium on natural resources and limited development.  See Town by Town 

and Age Cohort breakouts for this question. 

Public Facilities & Services 

Respondents were nearly fully united in their assessment of Public Health and Safety: These services are 

provided for adequately - 82% felt this way.  Over 50% of respondents felt Emergency Management is also 

up to snuff, though it should be noted this apparatus has not been tested in an extreme, island-wide crisis 

for quite some time now.  For the remaining areas - Traffic roads and bridges, water quality, waste, and 

older adult services - less than half of the surveyed Islanders felt these areas are adequately addressed.  

And the services that respondents felt are in most glaring need of additional support are storm water 

management, and coastal infrastructure including ports.  Only 11% and 24% of the crowd felt they were 

sufficiently addressed, respectively.     

On a related front, we are expected to feel the impacts of climate change far more acutely than many 

mainland communities owing to our island predicament.  Indeed, we already are.  These often come in 

the form of impacts to our storm water runoff and coastal infrastructure; these effects are palpable and 

the general public’s belief that these facilities are inadequate, may simply follow suit. 

In order of concern, the areas ranked as follows: stormwater management, coastal infrastructure 

including ports, traffic roads and bridges, waste, older adult services, water quality, emergency 

management, and public health & safety. 

There was also a free form component to this question.  Some responses that went beyond the areas 

identified in the questionnaire included the need for: improved zoning enforcement, an overhauled 

steamship authority, vehicle electrification, homelessness, gateway town planning, affordable housing, 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q11_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q7_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q7_Age.pdf
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grant writing, and strengthening the voices of seasonal residents, to name a few.  See the Town by Town 

listing and the same by Age Cohort for these free form comments. 

Town by Town 

Islanders were fairly united in the esteem they held Public Health & Safety, from one town to the next.  

Yet Aquinnah was the only town where the majority of respondents felt our traffic, roads, and bridges are 

adequate.  This may be attributed to them having the least amount of traffic and associated vehicular 

impacts on this infrastructure.   

As far as water quality goes, the down island towns of Edgartown and Tisbury had a majority of 

respondents indicate this resource was adequate.  This was a higher rate than all of the up island towns.  

It is possible respondents associated this question with their drinking water and were influenced by 

whether theirs was provided by a treatment system or private well (the vast majority of residents from 

our down island towns get their drinking water from a centralized, town treatment facility).  There was 

near uniformity across the towns in their outlooks on the shortcomings of coastal infrastructure, including 

ports, with Tisbury respondents noting their concerns at a higher rate than any other town.  Flooding 

along coastal roads in Tisbury has become more the issue than the oddity, so it’s expected this would be 

of more acute concern to hometown residents. 

Emergency Management was another area where respondents generally felt confident in its adequacy, 

irrespective of hometown – with Tisbury being the exception.  A slight minority showed this confidence 

inside of our year-round port town. The reverse was true for older adult services, with Tisbury being the 

lone town where the majority of respondents, however slight, felt these services were sufficient.  See 

Town by Town and Age Cohort breakouts for this question. 

Just over half – 53% - of those who penned in felt our older adult services should be sited in the towns in 

which we live, while just a third believed they should be more centrally located.  The remaining people 

cast independent thoughts, in freeform comment.   

Town by Town 

Four of our six towns are home to Senior Centers (Councils on Aging), with Aquinnah and Chilmark being 

the two outliers.  Interestingly enough, respondents from these two remote towns seemed most content 

with this arrangement, being least likely to suggest older adult services should be sited in the towns in 

which they live.  These towns presently contribute financial support towards the Up Island Council on 

Aging which is found in West Tisbury.  Perhaps, this represents a recognition amongst Chilmark and 

Aquinnah residents that, fiscally, this is the best format and that siting these services inside their town 

lines would be too steep of a cost.  See Town by Town and Age Cohort breakouts for this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q9_Town_0.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q9_Age.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q8_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q8_Age.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q12_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q12_Age.pdf
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Port Towns  

There was a fairly decisive feeling that our primary port towns of Tisbury and Oak Bluffs are not in a 

position to adequately address certain key facets of serving the full island in a number of capacities.  In 

order of most certainty, these areas were as follows: 

1. Traffic, congestion, and vehicular impacts (82%) 

2. Housing near transit & services (76%) 

3. Supply chains (59%) 

4. Market demands for commercial property (58%) – See Fig. 3 

 

Town by Town 

 

In breaking out the findings by 

town, the majority of 

respondents were fairly united 

on all four of these issues with 

the exception of Aquinnah 

residents.  They had greater 

confidence in the port towns to 

figure these issues out for 

themselves.  There was also no 

significant difference from 

outsiders looking in – the 

opinions of those who do not 

live in these primary ports 

towns from respondents who 

hail from Tisbury and Oak 

Bluffs.   On the whole, Chilmark 

residents were least likely to view the major port towns as up to these challenges. 

 

Although still in the minority, respondents from our up island towns were most likely to believe that Tisbury 

and Oak Bluffs could handle land use pressures for commercial activities when compared to their port town 

counterparts who took the survey.  Perhaps to some extent, this is because the demands for these uses and 

their knock on-effects to surrounding neighborhoods are largely left behind when up island residents return 

home – out of sight, out of mind.  See Town by Town and Age Cohorts breakouts for this question. 

 

As noted above: 

➢  Detailed responses as a full report 

➢  Detailed responses as a report, by TOWN 

➢  Detailed responses as a report, by AGE 

Figure 4 

Figure 3 

Question 10: Can our primary port Towns (Tisbury & Oak Bluffs) 

adequately address market demands for commercial property? 

https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q10_Town.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Q10_Age.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/Data_All_240820_0.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByTOWN_Data_All_240820.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByTOWN_Data_All_240820.pdf
https://www.mvcommission.org/sites/default/files/docs/ByAGE_Data_All_240820.pdf

