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Updated Website Launched

The MVC website has been rebuilt and expanded.

On February 2, the MVC launched an updated website. Although we kept the
general layout and look to make the transition easier, the Commission's website
has been rebuilt with the bottom up. Here are some of the changes.

¢ |t should be easier to find information. Each each new DRI, DCPC, and
meeting will have its own page with basic information and links to all related
documents. There are added search tools to find documents.

« It will be more current. There is a news section on the home page that will
be regularly updated and MVC staff has expanded ability to modify the
website.

¢ It has much more information. There are many more links to useful
documents (including MVC documents that had not been available online)
and related websites.There is a substantially expanded Coastal Ponds
section and a new Climate Change section.

» It has expanded ease of use. Website pages adapt to tablets and smart
phones. The translate function now offers over eighty languages.

We'll be making several refinements over the next few weeks. Please let us know
if there is anything that doesn't work properly yet, such as missing links. We're
also preparing a wish list of additional improvements we'd like to make, so feel
free to make suggestions. Thanks to the DHCD District Technical Assistance
Program and the Edey Foundation for financial support.

Contact: Mark London, Executive Director, at london@ mvcommission.org

Affordable and Community Housing and

Zoning
MVC releases analysis of 28 zoning tools that can be used to
increase the supply of needed housing.
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The MVC has released Affordable and Community Housing Zoning Analysis on
Martha's Vineyard a resource document that identifies zoning practices that are
or could be used on Martha's Vineyard to promote, create, and preserve
housing that responds to the needs of the
population, especially those earning less
than 80% of the Area Median Income
($44,750 for a single person or $63,900 for a
family of four).

The purpose is to assist town boards, local
decision makers, civic and community /
business leaders, and residents in re-
examining zoning with an eye to producing a
diverse range of housing types, with
emphasis on rental housing. Many of these
measures provide for additional density to
allow for additional units such as multi-family
dwellings, mixed use buildings, accessory
units, and apartment buildings in appropriate areas, possibly with the proviso that
the additional units be used to address unmet housing needs. Well-conceived
zoning practices can not only help create a more diverse housing stock, but it can
help promote economic development, create jobs, and enhance local tax
revenues.

The study was funded in part with a DHCD District Technical Assistance Program
grant.

Contact: Christine Flynn, Economic Development and Affordable Housing Planner, at
flynn@mvcommission.org

Vineyard Plant Selector Guide

Polly Hill Arboretum releases online guide in collaboration with the
MVC.

The Polly Hill Arboretum, in collaboration
with the MVC, has created the Martha's
Vineyard Plant Selector, and online tool
intended to guide municipalities, landscape
architects, landscapers, professional and
novice gardeners towards plants with
excellent horticultural, ecological, and
adaptive characteristics that are suitable for
the landscape uses on Martha's Vineyard.
You can specify plants native to the Island.

Click here to link to the online guide.

Contact: Mark London, Executive Director at
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Ocean Plan Update

Final plan reflects MVC comments on draft.

Last fall, the Martha's Vineyard Commission
submitted comments on the September
2014 draft of the Massachusetts Ocean
Management Plan. It endorsed revisions to
the definition of several areas of Special,
Sensitive, and Unique areas (SSUs).

It requested that the designation of the
Martha's Vineyard and Gosnold Wind
Energy Areas be removed from the Ocean
Plan. The Commission also recommended
that the offshore sand mining pilot projects
that the state proposes to carry out in the
next five years not be located in Vineyard
Sound or in most of Nantucket Sound.
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The final version of the Ocean Management Plan steps back from the sand
mining proposals and calls for a task force, to include representation from
Martha's Vineyard, to look into this. The final plan also "acknowledges that
commercial scale wind energy projects are not suitable for the Martha's Vineyard
Wind Energy Area or the Gosnold Wind Energy Area."

Contact: Jo-Ann Taylor, Coastal Planner at taylor@mvcommission.org

Regional Transportation Plan

The Martha's Vineyard Commission is in the process of preparing a new version
of the Martha's Vineyard Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). Here is a link to the
2011 RTP, the most recent update to the plan.

The new plan will be discussed at two upcoming meetings:

¢ All-Island Planning Boards - Wednesday, February 11, 2015, at 6:00 p.m.
¢ Joint Transportation Committee - Wednesday, February 18, 2015, at 10:30
a.m. (to be confirmed).

Both meetings will take place at the MVC Offices. More meetings are planned in
the coming months.

Contact: Priscilla Leclerc, Transportation Planner, at leclerc@mvcommission.org or 508-
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New Commissioners and Officers

Three new Commissioners were elected in last fall's elections and assumed their
two-year positions on January 1: Rob Doyle from Chilmark, Abe Seiman from
Oak Bluffs, and Ernie Thomas from West Tisbury. In addition, last fall, the Tisbury
Board of Selectmen named Harold Chapdelaine to replace Ned Orleans who
retired earlier last year.

The Commission elected Fred Hancock to continue as Chairman, Jim Vercruysse
as Vice-Chairman, and John Breckenridge to continue as Clerk-Treasurer. Fred
appointed Linda Sibley as Chairman of the Land Use Planning Committee and
Joan Malkin as Chairman of the Planning and Economic Development
Committee.

Executive Director Search

Mark London is retiring as Executive Director of the Commission at the end of the
summer. The MVC is seeking a new Executive Director who is an experienced
manager in an environment of similar complexity and who possesses strong
organizational, planning, communication and community leadership skills. The
successful candidate will possess the skill, energy, creativity and experience to
achieve the MVC's goals.

For more information and application procedures, please see the Profile on the
Collins Center web page: www.umb.edu/cpm.

Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, February 11, 6:00 p.m.

Regional Transportation Plan and other planning issues - with All-Island
Planning Boards

MVC Offices

Tuesday, February 17, noon
All-Island Conservation Commissions
MVC Offices

Wednesday, February 18, 10:30 a.m.
Joint Transportation Committee (to be confirmed)
MVC Offices
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Wednesday February 18, 4:00 p.m.

Healthy Aging Housing Work Group / Joint Affordable Housing Group
MVC Offices

Please check the MV C website Calendar section for the latest updates.

DRI Status Report

Huseby Mountain Farm, West Tisbury

Subdivision of 31 acres with 5 buildable lots. DRI 650
Pre-Hearing Review on February 9, 2015.

Public Hearing on March 5, 2015.

Mal Jones Energy Barge, Edgartown
Proposal to sink a barge south of Wasque. DRI 649
On hold.

All meetings at MV C offices unless otherwise noted. Please check the website calendar for
the latest updates and for related documents. Contact: Paul Foley, DRI Coordinator, ext.

18, foley@mvcommission.org, or 508-693-3453 extension 18.

DCPC Status Report

Island Road DCPC - Nomination of Special Ways in West Tisbury
Public Hearing on February 19, 2015.

All meetings at MV C offices unless otherwise noted. Please check the website calendar for
the latest updates and for related documents. Contact: Jo-Ann Taylor, DCPC Coordinator,

at taylor@mvcommission.org or 508-693-3453 extension 19.
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