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Healthy Aging

As the Island Plan indicated,
Martha's Vineyard's population is
already older than the state average,
and our population and the
percentage of the population over
65 is projected to increase
dramatically in the coming years, in
part as seasonal residents move to
their summer homes in retirement.

This will present many challenges
to individuals wishing to age in
place and to the community who
wants to support this aging
population.

Last year, a large number of
groups and individuals came
together, thanks to the initiative of
the Martha's Vineyard Donors’
Collaborative, to create the Martha's
Vineyard Healthy Aging Initiative to
coordinate the community’s efforts. It
set up task forces on a number of
topics.

The MVC is supporting this effort
in several ways. The Commission is
helping facilitate the Housing Task
Force that will coordinate its efforts
with the Joint Affordable Housing
Group, and will focus this year on
accessory units, visitability. The
Commission is also participating in
the Transportation Task Force.

Information: Christine Flynn
flynn@mvcommission.org

Scenic Roads + Complete Streets

The Martha's Vineyard Commission is actively involved in two
initiatives dealing with the Island’s roads and streets.

The first is the Scenic Roads Initiative, whose
goal is to ensure that the distinctive character of
the Island’s roads is preserved and restored. This
effort is in response to town and public concern
in recent years about Island road projects and the
protection of the distinctive character of the
Island’s scenic roads, so important to the
Vineyard's attractiveness, economy, and tax
base. Projects such as NSTAR's new utility poles and an accretion of
public and private interventions over the years continue to undermine the
Island’s scenic character. The effort will be overseen by a committee
made up of MVC Commissioners and town representatives.

The second initiative is Complete Streets, a concept emphasizing
safe access for all users of public roads - bicyclists, pedestrians, bus
riders, as well as motorists. Two year ago the
MVC and the Dukes County Health Council’s
Mass In Motion program brought two workshops
to the Island to help town officials and citizens
understand the principles and opportunities the
Complete Streets approach can have for
improving safety and promoting mobility and
health. The current initiate is to demonstrate to
towns the implications of adopting a Complete Streets policy.

Preparing for Natural Disasters

The update of the Island’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan was
completed by MVC staff working closely with various town staff
and other concerned folks. The draft Hazard Mitigation Plan for
Seven Dukes County Towns is available
on-line (type “hazard” in the search box
on the MVC website) and the Commission
will provide a cd of the plan and maps on
request. Selectmen and Emergency
Managers of each town were provided
with hard copies. Questions or comments
are welcomed through April 15.

The draft was submitted to the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency (MEMA) for approval on March 19. The
draft will then be reviewed by FEMA. Upon final approval, the
towns are eligible for 75% funding for mitigation measures to
lessen the potential impacts of natural hazards.

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor taylor@mvcommission.org
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Fertilizer
Regulations

On March 27, the MVC
designated the Island-wide Lawn
Fertilizer Control District of Critical
Planning Concern, proposed by the
towns’ boards of health, and approv-
ed the towns’ proposed regulations
for the district. The objective is to
regulate excessive use of lawn
fertilizer, the nitrogen from which has
been documented to contribute to
compromising the quality of our
groundwater and great ponds.

In 2012, the Commonwealth
decided to adopt regulations on
fertilizer and prohibit individual town
from adopting their own fertilizer
regulations. Fortunately, they created
an exception for the Cape and
Islands, in recognition of our special
regulatory framework and our need
to protect coastal ponds from
excessive nifrogen.

The Island boards of health and
the MVC took the lead in preparing
Martha's Vineyard fertilizer
regulations, with the help of a
working group made up of
landscapers, conservation
commissions, environmental groups,
and other elected officials and
citizens. The draft regulations for the
district are on the fown warrants of
all six Island towns for this spring’s

town meetings.
Information: Bill Veno veno@mvcommission.org

All-Island

Planning Boards

The MVC started facilitating
meetings of all-sland Planning
Boards, after a hiatus of several
years. The first meeting on March 25
dealt with a variety of issues: a
review of zoning amendments on the
warrants for upcoming fown
meetings, and zoning initiatives for
Healthy Aging and workforce
housing. The group decided to meet
two or three times each year.

TIP Amendment

A On March 19,

: the Martha's
Vineyard Joint
Transportation
Committee
recommended fo
= = amend the
FY2015 TIP to provide $219,000 to
the Vineyard Transit Authority
towards the purchase of a bus. The
funds are available because the
other FY2015 project, the Old
County Road intersection in West
Tisbury, is now estimated to cost less
than the region’s allocation.
Information: Priscilla Leclerc
leclerc@mvcommission.org

DRI
Status Report

Cottage City Bowling Alley,
OB, bowling/restaurant/bar,
(#645), approved 03/06/14,
WD approved 03/20/14

Vineyard House, Tl, modification
(#582-M2), approved and
remanded back to the town

03/20/14

Grillo 10 State Road, Tl (#622),
LUPC for landscaping plan
03/31/14

Edgartown Lofts, ED, 10 housing
units above Post Office Square,
(#170-M3) PH 04/3/14

Stop & Shop, T, new Vineyard
Haven store (#89-M3), continued
PH 04/17/14

Lagoon Ridge Subdivision, OB,
(#464-M2) on hold at applicant’s
request

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18,
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)

Upcoming Meetings

Wednesday, April 2, 12:15 p.m.
Water Alliance
MVC Offices

Wednesday, April 16, 11 a.m.
Joint Transportation Committee
MVC Offices

Wednesday April 16, 3:00 p.m.
Healthy Aging Housing Work
Group, Joint Affordable
Housing Group

Thursday, April 17, 8:30 a.m.
SEED Small Business Workshop
Harborview Hotel

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.

DCPC Status
Report
Aquinnah DCPC - public hearing

and vote on conformance of
proposed amendments to regulations
05/1/04
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