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Fertilizer

Regulations

After Nantucket adopted
regulations on lawn fertilizer, the
Commonwealth decided to create
state-wide standards, and prohibit
any more individual towns from
adopting their own fertilizer
regulations. Fortunately, they created
an exception for the Cape and
Islands, in recognition of our special
regulatory framework and our need
to protect coastal ponds from
excessive nitrogen.

The Island
boards of health
and the MVC
are taking the
lead in
preparing
: | | Martha's
Vineyard fertilizer regulations, with
the help of a working group made
up of landscapers, conservation
commissions, environmental groups,
and other elected officials and
citizens. The deadline for the
Commission to designate a District of
Critical Planning Concern and for the
towns to adopt regulations is the end
of 2013, although a request has
been made through our legislators to

extend this.
Information: Bill Veno veno@mvcommission.org

Housing Needs Assessment

The Martha’s Vineyard Housing Needs Assessment was completed
this summer. The Martha’s Vineyard Commission and six Island towns
worked together to update and expand on information from Preserving
Community, the first such housing study completed in 2001. The 318-
page report, prepared by housing consultant Karen Sunnarborg, is
organized info three parts.

1. An assessment of the scope of the Island housing issue — town-by-
town and for the Island as a whole — analyzing demographic,
economic and housing characteristics and trends, and examining market
conditions and affordability gaps to identify priority housing need:s.

2. A profile of the Island’s housing providers, assessing the initiatives of the
past decade and the organizations behind them.

3. A look at the path ahead, with recommendations for addressing the
Island’s most pressing housing needs.

The Housing Needs Assessment
recommendations focus on the
following key elements:

e |dentifying development
opportunities that provide some greater
scale and density in appropriate
locations.

¢ Adopting zoning and regulatory
changes that will better utilize existing
developable property in a “smarter”
way and include affordable housing.

® Accessing new and expanded
- housing resources to produce housing
that best meets housing needs and production goals.

* The Housing Needs Assessment also proposes greater regional
collaboration to move forward in creating affordable and community
housing, so important to the economic well-being and preservation of the
Island community.

Please visit the MVC website to download your copy of the full housing

report or the 27-page summary of its findings.
Information: Christine Flynn flynn@mvcommission.org

Sea-Level Rise-

[ As part of the MVC's efforts to update the Pre-
1 Disaster Mitigation Plan for Dukes County,

by intern Caitlin Michniewicz prepared a series of
photo-simulations of how sea-level rise could
affect various locations on the Island, such as
this image with 1.5 of sea-level rise above
typical flooding conditions at Five Corners. To
see a compilation of these simulations, go to
the MVC website and search for “Visualizing”.

Information: Jo-Ann Taylor taylor@mvcommission.org
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Priscilla Leclerc
Transportation Planner

The MVC welcomes our new
Transportation Planner, Priscilla Leclerc.
Priscilla joined the MVC after having
worked as Senior Transportation Planner
with the Cape Cod Commission for
twenty years. She is responsible for
transportation planning in collaboration
with the towns and MassDOT. This
includes implementation of the annual
Unified Planning Work Program and
dealing with traffic congestion, parking,
transit, bicycles, pedestrians, ferries, and
air fransportation.

Fall for the Arts

FALL FOR THE ARTS

" =

CAPE COD AND THE ISLANDS

The MVC assisted Arts MV in
obtaining a significant grant from the
Massachusetts Cultural Council to help
fund Fall for the Arts, a festival of arts
and culture activities being held in
October. This furthers the Island Plan
recommendations to promote economic
diversification, especially in the shoulder
season. Arts MV is a collaborative of
Island organizations, businesses, and
individuals involved in arts, culture, and

the creative economy.
Information: Christine Flynn
flynn@mvcommission.org

Transportation

Improvements

The MVC and the Martha's
Vineyard Joint Transportation Committee
are working with MassDOT to prepare
two upcoming transportation
improvement projects.

The first project is improvements to
the Edgartown - Vineyard Haven Road,
that will include incorporating a segment
of Shared Use Path at the Vineyard
Haven end, other bicycle improvements,
bus stops, increased vegetation, and
resurfacing. The first phase of work is
scheduled for 2014-15.

The second project is reconfiguring
the stretch of Beach Road between
Tisbury Town Landing and Five Corners.
It will also include a stretch of Shared
Use Path as well as other bicycle and

pedestrian improvements.
Information: Priscilla Leclerc
leclerc@mvcommission.org

Interns

The MVC welcomed three summer
interns. Nick Gross worked on trans-
portation. Caitlin Michniewicz worked
on disaster mitigation and climate
change adaptation. Ken Kim worked on

DRI Status Report

Nova Vida / Alliance Church,
OB, addition to previously
approved church in existing

building (#603-M), PH 10/17/13

Stop & Shop, T, new Vineyard
Haven store (#89-M3), LUPC
10/21/13 on transportation; PH
11/07/13

NSTAR Poles, ED, OB, Tl, new
poles and wires (#642) LUPC
10/6/13; DD 10/17/13

Houlahan, ED, revised subdivision
5to 9 lots, (#450-M2), WD,
10/17/13

Tisbury Wharf Dredging, T,
harbor dredging (DRI 639) LUPC
10/6/13; PH 10/24/13

Fuller Landscaping, WT,
containers, (DRI 644) PH
10/24/13

Vineyard Assembly of God, Tl,
shed and lighting (DRI 322-M3)
PH 10/24/13

Fosdick/Rymes, Tl, new propane
tanks (DRI 576-M2) PH 10,/24/13

Edgartown Lofts, ED, 10 housing
units above Post Office Square,
(#170-M3) t.b.d.

LUPC Land Use Planning Committee review
CR Commission Concurrence Review

PH Commission Public Hearing

DD Commission deliberation and decision
WD Commission vote on written decision
t.b.d. to be determined

All meetings at MVC offices unless otherwise
noted. (Information: Paul Foley, ext. 18,
foley@mvcommission.org, or on the website)

Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, October 9, noon
Water Alliance
MVC Offices
Wednesday, October 16, 3 p.m.
Joint Affordable Housing
Group
MVC Offices

Please check the Calendar section of the MVC
website for the latest updates.

MARTHA'S VINEYARD COMMISSION
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